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The Passport 

Dear SLLIS families, 
 
You might have read or heard that 
the Parents Assembly is in flux. This 
is true. (For more information, 
please see page 3 and the blog.) 
 
We have also had two members of 
the executive committee resign due 
to personal reasons. Brandon Moore 
and Patrice Hadley have served on 
the PA since its founding. They have 
dedicated a large part of their time 
and energy to improving the school 
over the past two and half years.  I 
wish them well and thank them for 
their spirit of volunteerism.  
 
As you can imagine, having two 
members stepping down from the PA 
is a challenge, but not one which 
can't be overcome.  

Transitions ahead for the PA 

Soiree soars above expectations 
Yes, the SLLIS Soiree and 
Silent Auction on Nov. 18 
raised money for the PA 
and the school (and if 
you’re curious how much 
it brought in, see page 
4).  
 
But most importantly, it 
was a time for families, 
friends and staff to 
mingle over cocktails and 
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Under the PA bylaws it states that 
a there needs to be a special 
election. This election will be 
held at the upcoming PA meeting 
on Tuesday, Dec 6.   
 
Once we fill these important roles 
we will be able to move forward 
with the goals we have always 
had for the PA, helping the 
teachers and students of SLLIS.   
 
Please join us to discuss issues 
that matter to you. If you would 
like to run for president or 
treasurer, you can accept a 
nomination or nominate yourself 
on Tuesday. 
 
Thank you,  
Peter Manion 
Vice President, Parents Assembly 
 

 
 
 
 

music — and enjoy the excellent 
food at Hendri’s in South City.  
 
The event committee, headed by 
Dale Greenbury, worked tirelessly 
for weeks to make sure 
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everything ran smoothly on the 
big night. Pictured here are three 
of those volunteers, enjoying the 
fruits of their labors: Megan 
Bittle, Melanie Gottlieb and 
Ashley Rice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parents Assembly 

 
Next meeting: 
Tuesday, Dec. 6 
6 to 7:30 p.m.  

 
On the agenda: 

 PA-SAC transition  
 Elections for 

president and 
treasurer 

 Task force reports 
 

Come at 5:30pm to  
see after-school  
clubs in action! 

Yoga, cheerleading, speed 
stacking and chess will 
give short demos. Show 

your support for the kids! 
 

Children are welcome.  
They will have snacks and 

do activities with SLLIS 
intern from 6-7:30pm for  
a small donation to cover 

the cost.  

For more info: 
parentsassembly@sllis.org 

 

 

http://sllis.wordpress.com/2011/12/02/growing-our-school-advisory-councils/
mailto:parentsassembly@sllis.org


 
  

Thank you to everyone who 
participated in our Open House on 
Nov. 19. We had a great turnout 
with over 60 families visiting, plus 
prospective teachers and community 
leaders. 
 
Our next event will be “Coffee 
with the Currents” which is 
scheduled for Monday, Dec. 12, 
from 9 to 10 a.m. here at the 
school. I will have coffee, cookies, 
hot chocolate and doughnuts so 
please feel free to attend and share 
your experience!  
 
The final “Coffee with the Currents”  
before the registration deadline is 
scheduled for Wednesday, Feb. 29, 
from 6 to 7 p.m. 
 
I have passed out 28 staff and sibling 
enrollment applications so far — 

From the administration: 
An update on enrollment for 2012-13 
 

 

Upcoming 
events 

 

 Dec. 2, 7-9pm 
TFS Beaujolais 
Nouveau party 

 Dec. 6, 5:30pm 
After-school 
activities showcase 

 Dec. 6, 6pm 
PA monthly meeting 

 Dec. 9, 7:30-
8:15am TSS Buenos 
Días Familias  

 Dec. 12, 9am 
Coffee with the 
Currents 

 Dec. 14, 9am 
Coffee with Conrad 

 Dec. 14, 11am 
Staff appreciation 
potluck lunch 

 Dec. 15, time TBD 
TFS Fete d’hiver for 
families 

 Dec. 15, time TBD 
TFS Fete d’hiver in 
classrooms 

 Dec. 16, 9am 
After-school circus 
club performs  

 Dec. 17, 9-11am 
Breakfast Around the 
World, a SLLIS 
Cultural Exchange 
Event for all families 

 Dec. 18, 7pm 

 Second Tuesdays 
Microwbreweries 
tour at Square One 
Brewery, 1727 Park 
Ave. 

 Dec. 19, 6-8:30pm 
TSS Posadas 
celebration 

 Dec. 21, 6pm 
Board of Directors 
meeting (via 
conference call) 
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WOW! If you have a sibling that will 
be entering SLLIS in the fall, please 
request an application from me, and 
I will send it home via “Backpack 
Mail.” 
 
We are slightly ahead of enrollment 
numbers this year, which is good 
since we have two new schools to 
fill!  Please keep spreading the good 
word about SLLIS, and don’t forget 
we have lots of yard signs here at 
the school.  
 
We would love for our families to 
proudly advertise for us! If you 
cannot pick up a yard sign at school, 
please e-mail your address to me, 
and I will have it placed for you. 
 
Thanks for everything you do!  
Enrollment Coordinator Anne Carr 
anne@sllis.org  
 

 

 

Recycling within the schools 
SLLIS pays IESI to collect our 
garbage and recycling. (You may 
have noticed those big collection 
bins in the Commerce Bank parking 
lot.)  
 
We participate in single-stream 
recycling, which means cardboard, 
glass, plastic, office paper, 
newsprint and aluminum can be 
collected within each classroom 
and recycled rather than 
transferred to the landfill.   
 
Parents and administrators are 
working together to organize a 
school-wide system which will 
begin next quarter. If you are 
interested in this endeavor, your 
help would be welcome! 

 In the meantime, we can work 
on this effort in our homes, 

too. Consider how you and your 
children can minimize the 
garbage and this action will easily 
transfer to your child's classroom 
habits. 
  
Finally, if your child takes Capri 
Sun (or the like) juice pouches to 
school, ask him/her to look out 
for the recycle containers within 
the school. TSS parent Kathleen 
Carson ships them off and, in 
return, they send us some money! 
  
For more information, please 
contact TSS parent Brenda Butler 
at 314-401-6919 or 
brenda.butler@netzero.com. 
 

http://www.squareonebrewery.com/
http://www.squareonebrewery.com/
mailto:anne@sllis.org
mailto:brenda.butler@netzero.com
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What happens next for the six PA task forces? 
During the past several weeks, 
the Parents Assembly 
Executive Committee 
members and task force 
facilitators have been meeting 
with the SLLIS administration 
and School Advisory Council 
members to learn about the 
changes in store for the PA. 
 
In accordance with the SLLIS 
charter, the SACs will become 
the primary outlet for 
involving parents, voicing 
concerns and volunteering. 
Four of the six task forces will 
transfer to the SACs directly. 
 
Here is a short rundown of 
how the task forces will 
function starting in January.  
More details will be sent home 
by the SLLIS administration.   
 
When classes resume in 
January, the SACs will each 
form their own task forces for 
Interns, Communications, 
Promotions, and Teacher 
and Staff Appreciation.  
 
Current task force leaders and 
members are welcome to 

remain involved in their 
respective schools. Parents 
whose school does not have a 
task force leader in place may 
volunteer for this role. 
 
Here’s an example of how the 
new system will work: TFS 
parent Lisa Berman has 
scheduled school-wide staff 
appreciation lunches for the 
rest of the year. However, a 
new facilitator on the TSS side 
to coordinate potluck items 
from TSS families.  
 
Aside from the lunches, each 
teacher appreciation task 
force would be responsible for 
other gestures of support (like 
gifts during teacher apprecia-
tion week). 
 
Current Fundraising task force 
initiatives (like Blues 
concessions) will move ahead. 
The overall calendar of fund-
raisers will be coordinated 
throughout SLLIS by Director of 
Development Rachel D’Souza-
Siebert, who met with Dale 
Greenbury on Dec. 2 to discuss 
next steps. 

Building bridges between TFS & TSS at PA events 
The PA’s Promotions Task Force is continuing the 
Cultural Exchange in December, with an informal 
and fun opportunity for French School and 
Spanish School families to connect.  
 
Breakfast Around the World is Saturday, Dec. 
17, from 9 to 11 a.m. There will be no admission 
fee, no parking hassles, no long lines — this will 
be totally unlike the holiday season experiences 
you’ll find at the mall!!  More details will be 
coming soon. To help, contact TSS parent Pamela 
Stewart at sllisPApromotions@gmail.com.  

If your idea of a seasonal event is the release of a 

new ale, come to Second Tuesdays Micro-
breweries. In December, they will tour Square 
One Microbrewery and Distillery at 1727 Park 
Ave. in St. Louis.  
The evening starts with a brief introduction and 
tour of the brewery, then the group will find a 
table and sample beverages of their choice. 
Everyone pays for their own drinks.  
 
Questions? Contact TFS parent Brad Morrow at 
sllisPApromotions@gmail.com.  
 

After-School Activities will be 
organized by the assistant 
heads of school (who are 
already responsible for 
overseeing the PA support of 
those programs). They will 
continue to invite parent 
coordinators to submit 
proposals. In addition, they 
will continue to organize 
Amigos y Amis. 
 
Payments for all after-school 
clubs and activities will be 
made directly to the school, 
and instructors will be paid by 
SLLIS. 
 
Many of the details of the 
transition are still being 
worked out and will be 
announced at a series of 
January meetings. However, 
TFS Head of School Conrad 
Wildsmith will attend the PA 
meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 6, 
at 6 p.m. to summarize the 
decisions made so far and to 
accept questions from parents.  
 
The next public SAC meetings 
will be in January: TSS on the 
9th and TFS on the 10th.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sllisPApromotions@gmail.com
mailto:sllisPApromotions@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
  

Restaurant Night 
The Nov. 5 brunch at the 
Schlafly Bottleworks in 
Maplewood netted $400, which 
is earmarked for the SLLIS play-
ground. Thanks to organizer 
and TFS parent Charles Orear!  
 

Skate party 
Despite coinciding with Game 7 
of the World Series, the skate 
party on Oct. 28 raised $250.  

Fundraising: November highlights 
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Sports concessions — Rams 
At the Rams vs. Redskins  
game, the school’s team 
earned $458.22.  
 

Sports concessions — Cards 
During the World Series games, 
the school’s team earned the 
following amounts: 
Oct. 20 — $504 
Oct. 27 — $388.87  
Oct. 28 — $363.51 
 

Sports concessions — Blues 
Due to the uncertainty 
produced by recent PA-SAC 
structural changes, no Blues 
game concession sales are 
currently scheduled. But the 
plan is to resume working Blues 
games in January. To find out 
more about how you can 
volunteer, please contact Dale 
Greenbury at 314-435-6422 or 
sllispafundraising@gmail.com. 
 

Soiree and silent auction 
Although the final tallying is 
still in progress, the Nov. 18 
event brought in right around 
$6,000 in profits. This is a 
fabulous return for a first-time 
event, and the PA would like to 
thank everyone who 
participated, whether it was as 
a volunteer, a diner, a donor or 
a bidder! 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

Order school pictures starting Dec. 6 
 

Beginning Tuesday, Dec. 6, parents can log in to view their child’s school pictures at 
http://photos.5608dmg.com/sllis. Orders can be placed online or with a paper form that will be available 
at the front desk. Checks should be made out to Delmar Media Group. Phone orders paid with credit cards 
can be placed at 314-403-0473. The photographer will donate 10 to 15 percent of all package purchases 

to SLLIS. (Individual photo purchases will not receive the donation.)  
 

Many thanks to the PA Fundraising Task Force’s Dale Greenbury for coordinating this! 
 

ClearCard laptop drawing 
winner and TSS student 

Alecia, with Dale 
Henderson and proud mom 

Megan Hinrichsen. 
 

Maribel Martínez and 
Arlene Galve-Salgado 
enjoying the Soiree. 

 

Stephen Schaus perusing 
the Silent Auction. 

 

Chris Reimer showing off 
the original Peter Manion 
artworks he scored in the 

silent auction. 
 

http://www.schlafly.com/breweries/bottleworks/
mailto:sllispafundraising@gmail.com
http://photos.5608dmg.com/sllis
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The Spanish School second- and 
third-graders in the Amigos y Amis 
advanced math club (who 
nicknamed themselves the 
Lifesavers) are very pleased to 
announce that they collected 
more than $1,500 in donations for 
St. Louis-based Project Peanut 
Butter!  This is more than 30 
percent higher than their goal of 
$1,000 (which would have been 
enough to provide food for all the 
children in one village for an 
entire year). 
 
According to the students’ 
calculations, the $1,549.87 they 
raised is enough to treat 
malnutrition in 61 African children 
at $25 per child.   
 
The worst famine in over 60 years 
was declared in southern Somalia 
in July, leaving many children in 
need of aid. In response to the 
famine, Project Peanut Butter’s 
factory in Malawi has been 
producing ready-to-use 
therapeutic food to provide to 
organizations such as UNICEF that 
are working to feed malnourished 
children in the Horn of Africa. 
 
On Friday, Nov. 18, two Project 
Peanut Butter representatives, PR 
Director Martin Histand and 
Quality Control Assistant Margo 
Stoner, visited the Lifesavers at 

SLLIS to pick up the donations and 
answer questions about the 
nonprofit.  
 
They explained how the ready-to-
use therapeutic food (RUTF) is 
made in the African countries 
where the program operates an 
how the RUTF packets are used to 
treat malnourished children. 
 
They also announced that a donor 
will match every dollar raised by 
schoolchildren in St. Louis.  A few 
quick calculations later, the 
students had figured out that 
their campaign would help a total 
of 122 African kids. “With the 
$3,000, it will give food to three 
VILLAGES for a year,” said TSS 
math teacher Melissa Mallon, who 

Project Peanut Butter donations will feed 122 kids 

oversaw the club and the 
collection. “That’s pretty 
incredible that we did that!” 
 
Project Peanut Butter’s Martin 
Histand was likewise impressed 
with the students’ success.  Upon 
hearing the total, he said, “You 
guys, this is so awesome!  I can’t 
believe you were able to do this 
in two weeks!” 
 
Mallon and all the Lifesavers 
would like to thank the many 
SLLIS students, families and staff 
members who contributed to this 
collection drive, especially 
Juanita Bentley, mom of TSS 
students Larry and Na’mibia, who 
collected $400 from friends and 
family. 

 

Proposed PA bylaws revisions on hold for now 
 

Due to the changes in SAC operations that will be implemented as of January 2012, the vote to 
approve the amended Parents Assembly bylaws will be postponed.  Instead, the PA membership (all 

SLLIS parents!!) will be able to have input on the PA’s future direction. 
 

A discussion of the options — which include dissolving the PA as a nonprofit entity under Missouri 
law or continuing to operate with a redefined purpose — will happen before any action on the 

bylaws revisions is taken. This discussion will happen in the near future. Stay tuned! 

 

http://www.projectpeanutbutter.org/PPB/Project_Peanut_Butter.html
http://www.projectpeanutbutter.org/PPB/Project_Peanut_Butter.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Shanna Samson, Yinara Emanuel 
and Carlos Arguedas, Guillermina 
Resendiz, Maria Grazia Cappiello,  
Cindy Heidenry, Chip Meyer,  
Carol Dyer and Didier Hodzic, 
Antony John and Audrey Odon, 
Brad and Christine Marrow, Lisa 
and John Heaney, Amanda Miller,  
Bridget Carson, Mary Ann and 
Larry Waeltermann, Sheila 
Manion, Adam and Stephanie Axe,  
Jim Fuchs, Ja'el and George 
Lippert, Sherri Brown, Gary and 
Melanie Gottlieb, Andrea Hitsman-
Ryan, Allyson Ford, Megan Philips, 
Justine and Jeffrey Craig-Meyer. 
 
After-School Activities 
Special thanks: Prairie Farms, 
Keith Baizer, ArtMart, South City 
Y, and parents who escorted 
students from class! Crystal 
Rodríguez, Denise Dodson, Erika 
Tyson, Yolanda Morris, Je DeSuza, 
Stephanie Axe, Patti Chambers, 
Susan Herzberg, Lisa Berman, 
Mona Love, Megan and Kenny 
Hinrichsen, Kellie Seeger, Renée 
Duenow, Jeri and Carlos Villareal, 
Leah Dyer, Elizabeth Winright, 
Amy Santhuff, Paige Penico, Brad 
Morrow, Carolyn Griffeth, Jana’ 
Thomas, Jennifer Jones, Melissa 
Mitchell, Fermin Puricelli. 
 
Communications 
Adam Axe, Lisa Chestnut, Kendra 
Clifford, Denise Carter, Renée 
Duenow, Lara Fuchs, Melanie 
Gottlieb, Crystal Rodríguez, Dale 
and Laura Greenbury, Brian and 
Molly Koebbe, Natalia Rosales, 
Kellie Seeger. 
 
Promotions 
Brad Morrow, Lorena Veresh, 
Maria Brett. 
 
Fundraising 
Special thanks: families who 
donated anonymously to the 

Soiree and Silent Auction! Kellie 
Seeger, Joi Garthe, Megan 
Hinrichsen, Jennifer Rowland, 
Anna Waeltermann, Jairea Reed,  
Kendra Clifford, Ashley Rice, 
Melanie Gottlieb, Charles Orear, 
Crystal Camden, Angela Turner, 
Jason Murphy, Melissa Von Rohr, 
Megan Bittle, Danyell Humphries, 
Leah Dyer, Genevieve Barlow, 
Sherri Brown, Tara Bischoff,  
Laura Greenbury, Cherie McElroy,  
Dianne Gray, Diana Mestres, Tim 
Mestres, Johanna Bass, Molly 
Koebbe, Sarah Gibson, Crystal 
Rodríguez, Falecia Moore, Lara 
Fuchs, Natalia Rosales, Qiana 
Moore, Quohonna Battle, Amy 
Huff, Elizabeth Winright, Liz 
Samuels, Zona Ho, Alexandro 
Ascenscio, Juanita Bentley, 
Brenda Butler, Antony John and 
Audrey Odam, Susan Hertzberg, 
Ken Brown, Lisa Dorner, Lisa 
Berman, Matthew and Cindy 
Heidenry, Megan Phillips, Nicole 
Blumner and Warren Rosenblum, 
Catherine Jeltes, Joe Jackson and 
Morgan Cameron, Renée Duenow, 
Kristin Hebberd, Tracy Britt, 
Phillipe Breton, Jan Gavilanes, 
Amanda and John Pinkstaff,  
Cindy and John Panian, Sheila 
Manion, Maria Grazia Cappiello, 
Leonie Lloyd, Mona Love, Betty 
Dial, Sara Seitz, Lorena Veresh, 
Beth and Philip Weeks, Pamela 
Stewart, Zach Clark, Jesse Koche, 
Lyn Waller, Lynn Green, Stephen 
Schaus, Bob Brennan, Peggy 
Koche, Alex Guillossou, Tracie 
Goffe, Justine Craig-Meyer, 
Cheryl Hoskins, Chris Kelley, 
Crystal Camden, Genyne Rideout,  
Harold Gregory, Jesse Major, 
Jillian Palacios, Krystal Johnson,  
Leon O’Hara, Maria Brett, Sean 
Wells, Shawntay Vaughn, Tasha 
Allen, Vernetta Raggs, Warren 
Cosey, Leslie Johnson, Katie 
Fowler-Hajek. 
 

Family Spotlight: Thanking parent volunteers and donors 
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We’re skipping our usual profile 
to spotlight our many, many 
involved parents outside the PA 
leadership (Executive Committee 
and task force heads).  
 
By naming names, we risk 
forgetting someone (and if we do, 
we apologize!) But here goes … 
 
Teacher Appreciation 
Megan Phillips, Ashley Rice, Lara 
Fuchs, Genevieve Barlow, Gloria 
Haukap, Jocelyn Kinnear, Maria 
Grazia Cappiello, Jennifer 
Rowland, Mary Buettner, Cherie 
McElroy, Morgan Cameron, Rachel 
Bowell, Amy Santhuff, Tiffany 
Kelly, Lisa Heaney, Melissa Von 
Rohr, Sherri Brown, Tracie Goffe, 
Michele Suazo, Denise Dodson, 
Deborah Rose, Melanie Gottlieb, 
Anna Waeltermann, Adam Axe, 
Molly Koebbe, Dale Greenbury, 
Johanna Bass, Renee Duenow, 
Denise Ellsworth, Karen Buckley, 
Greg Delassus, Erica Tyson, Je 
DeSuza, Brian House, Liz Samuels, 
Jean Lammers, Lisa Dorner, 
Amanda McKinney, Tracy Britt, 
Natalia Rosales, Michele Mette, 
Margaret Koch, Julie Piatchek, 
Kellie Lewis, Diana Mestres, 
Pamela Stewart, Val Joyner, Tara 
Bischoff, Amy Huff, Antony John. 
 
Bylaws 
Jim Martin, Jean Lammers, 
Jocelyn Kinnear, Christopher 
Schuster, DeAngelo Britt. 
 
Interns 
Brenda Butler, Molly and Brian 
Koebbe, Anne Marie and Fermin 
Puricelli, Dahven and Allan 
Doctor, Patricia and Jeffrey 
Wamhoff, Kim and Josh Smith,  
Melanie and Craig DeMeester, 
Kathleen Carson and Ben Niesen,  
Anna Waeltermann, Dianne and 
Tim Gray, Bobbi and Jose Pineda,  


