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Quote of the week Pensamiento de la semana 

Without Valentine's Day, February would be... well, January.  ~Jim Gaffigan 

Sin Día de San Valentín, Febrero sería ... así, Enero. Jim Gaffigan 

Feb 17- Parent Teacher Conferences- NO 
SCHOOL 

Feb 18-Family Speed Stacking workshop 

Feb 20- President’s Day celebration 

Feb 22- Facility plan. 4pm and 7pm 

Feb 23- Pilot Program-Race and Diversity 
conversation for 2C class 

Feb 24-Buenos Dias Familia- 7:30-8:15am 
–Topic—Recess 

Feb 24- Friday Assembly-2A 

March 2-Friday Assembly-KD 

March 9-Friday Assembly-1A 

March 19-23-Spring Break 

Dates to remember:  
 

Making Parent-Teacher Conferences Work for Your Child 
 
 

A parent–teacher conference is a time when important people in a 
student's life can talk about how that student is doing in school. It's 
a chance for parents/guardians to ask questions about the class or 
your child's progress. It is also a time for parents/guardians and the 
teacher to work together as a team to discuss ways you both can 
help your son or daughter. The teacher is going to contact you to 
schedule your conference. 
 
Please, don’t miss the conference. 
 
 
Una conferencia de padres y maestros es un momento en que las 
personas importantes en la vida de un estudiante pueden hablar 
sobre cómo el estudiante está desempeñándose en la escuela. Es 
una oportunidad para los padres o tutores de hacer preguntas sobre 
la clase o el progreso de su hijo. Es también un tiempo para que los 
padres de familia y los maestros trabajen juntos como un equipo 
para discutir formas en las que pueden ayudar a su hijo o hija. El 
profesor va a ponerse en contacto para programar su conferencia. 
 
Por favor, atienda la conferencia. 

 
 
 
 

                       You are invited! 
  

We invite you to a special event for the 
parents of your student’s class, Fatima's 2C 

class.  As part of SLLIS’s pilot program 
focusing on race and diversity, we invite you 

to participate in the second conversation 
about race and how it impacts our kids.  
Even if you were unable to make the first 

meeting, we invite you to join us this time.   
Dinner will be provided. 

Childcare ($5.00 donation) 
  

The program will be held on Thursday, 
February 23, from 5:30-7:30 pm at SLLIS.  

Please confirm your attendance with Fatima 
or Ines at fatima@sllis.org, or if you have 

questions  
please contact us at 314.533.0975. 

  
We will see you at this mandatory event on the 

23rd! 
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We are having a President’s Day Celebration here 
at SLLIS! 
 
Monday (no school that day), February 20th from 10 
am to noon, in the Multi purpose room. Featuring 3 
groups: St. Louis Osuwa Taiko (Japanese Drummers), 
Afriky Lolo dance group, and Groupo Atlantico dance 
group.  
 
No need to RSVP, no cost. 
 
If you have any questions, you can contact Anne Carr 
at 533‐2001 or anne@sllis.org 

Family Speed Stacking Workshop 
 
Saturday, February 18 from 9:00-10:30am in the 
SLLIS gym 
  
Speed Stacking also known as Sport Stacking is an 
internationally-practiced sport where competitors 
stack specially-designed cups up and down in set 
patterns. Studies have shown it's good for 
improving concentration and eye-hand 
coordination, but we love it because it's fun! In 
June, SLLIS will host a tournament that will bring 
competitors from around the country looking to set 
records, qualify for the Junior Olympics and just 
have a great time. Anyone can compete, but 
you've got to know how. Come to this workshop 
and learn the basic competition stacks and play 
some games. Parents and caregivers must stay 
with their children. As it says on every tournament 
application, "After all, the family that stacks 
together, stays together." Cups will be provided 
and you will have the opportunity to purchase 
your own cups.  
 
Please contact Lisa Berman at 398-6839 with any 
questions.  

         RAZ-KIDS JANUARY WINNERS 

 

Time has arrived to gladly announce our Raz-Kids 
winners for the month of January. Congratulations 
to Profesora Sara’s class, Profesora Issys’ class, and 
Profesora Laura Clithero’s class. They will enjoy 
an ice cream party with fun activities. The 
following are the students that made the highest 
points per class and they will have lunch with 
Directora Arlene and they will also receive a free 
book: Alia Britt (K-A), DiLorenzo Agustin (K-B), 
Madelyn Schaus (K-C), Hutchinson Stevens (K-D), 
Amelia Ayulo (K-E), Ella Penico (1-A), Sherodd 
Tate (1-B), Mara Niesen (1-C), Morgan Greenbury 
(1-D), KaMya Irwin (2-A), Sienna DeSuza-B (2-B), 
Dru Nations (2-C), Michael Iwasyszyn (3-A).  The 
children’s enthusiasm is contagious; we have more 
and more children participating in the program.  I 
love when I see children taking the initiative of 
grabbing a book during their snack time and 
reading it. That is the case of Michael Iwasyszyn.  
Just want to remind you that the three highest 
classes and kids with highest points per class will 
be going to a field trip to a water park. Keep 
encouraging your child to read at Raz-kids.com. 
Any problems, contact your teacher. 

I am so excited that Raz-kids has added another 
feature in its program called “ON YOUR OWN.” 
This means that your child will have additional 
books to read at his/her level.  This great 
opportunity offers a variety of books that your 
child can choose of his/her interest. Reading books 
of their interests will hook them even more into 
reading.   

GIOVANA ALDAVE  

READING SPECIALIST 
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SAC Newsletter  
“Working together to improve our school” 
 
Notes from General Meeting held on 2.09.12 at 6:00pm 
 
TSS parents, teachers and administrators had a very successful meeting last night discussing many topics in 
depth.  This is a summary of those discussions.  The next SAC newsletter will focus on the work of the elected 
parent representatives, teachers and administrators as they determine next steps in moving forward in response 
to issues raised at this and previous meetings.  Please contact task force leaders listed below to get involved! 
 
Topics discussed and actions suggested 
 
Task Force News 

o PA-SAC transition meetings are continuing every Wednesday from 4-5pm in the parent 
lounge. 

 
• SAC fundraising – Kellie Seeger- superstar_65807@yahoo.com 

o Kellie reported that TSS will hold the fundraisers listed below.  These will be the only 3 fundraisers 
for TSS.  Please contact Kellie at if you are interested in getting involved! 

 TJs Pizza – This will take place around Easter 
 A Salsa Party – will be organized for the spring 
 A book fair – will take place in the fall 

 
• Intern task force – Brenda Butler-brenda.butler@netzero.com 

o Meet the interns! – March 4th at 2pm at the school, please show your support for this very 
important group of people who do so much for our kids by attending this event. 

o Host family needed immediately - We are in need of a host family for one TSS intern from March – 
June and many more for next fall.  A host family could be a neighbor or friend of a SLLIS family.  
Spread the word! 

o We also need an intern coordinator for next year to start training immediately.  Please help! 
 

• Health Task Force – Angela Turner - nurseangela@sllis.org 
o Angela Turner our new school nurse is putting together a task force to assist with Health related 

communication and procedures for the school.  Please contact Angela if you are interested in 
joining this task force. 
 

• Green Space Task Force:  Susan Herzberg – Susanh@theswitch.us 
o This task force is returning to improve our outdoor science classroom.  Ideas in the works include – 

chickens and a chicken coop!  Stay tuned for more info. 
o We have been invited to submit another application for a Monsanto grant to fund the expansion 

and maintenance of the outdoor science classroom area.  This application is in the works. 
 We are currently gathering bids for items necessary for expansion such as water and 

electricity sources. 
• Communication Task Force: leader TBD – contact Arlene in interim 

o A communications task force leader is needed to assist with TSS communication needs.   
o Susan Herzberg, elected TSS representative, will continue to write the SAC newsletter. 
o Brian Koebbe is working on “MySLLIS” web application.  This site will provide each student with a 

page that will consolidate all relevant TSS/SLLIS information channels.  Imagine – view all 
newsletters in one place!  Other functions in the works – track each student’s after school 
activities.  This site will also allow each parent to update their own relevant data such as e-mail 
addresses. 

 Surveys will be conducted of parents, teachers and administrators to determine which 
functions will be of the most use. 

o How information is best funneled is still a matter for discussion. 
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Existing Parent Concerns Addressed: 

• Recess 
o TSS teacher Laura Thompson reported on a new initiative to allow running in some areas of the 

playground.  The playground has been divided into zones that will be designated with paint in the 
future.  Children are currently using the zone system and it seems to be both safe and effective. 

o Two parents attended the recess observation and reported they were pleased with what they saw.  
Most importantly, our students seem to like the new system!  Thanks to everyone for working 
together to solve this issue. 

o Buenas Dias Familia on 2.24.12 from 7:30A – 8:15A will allow parents the opportunity to discuss this 
issue further if needed. 
 
 

• New Family Orientation/Welcome 
o Kindergarten transition playdates will once again be continued over the summer. 
o Anne Carr, Enrollment Coordinator, and Arlene will have more information forthcoming on how 

current families can participate in these all SLLIS events. 
Additional New Family Transition/Welcome ideas and concerns will be discussed at the next SAC meeting. 

New Parent Concerns Raised 
 Cafeteria 

o A concern was raised that it is taking students too long to get through the lunch line leading to not 
enough time for students to eat their lunch.  

 It was agreed to take a pro-active position with the new food service company in bringing up 
this issue and soliciting their help in suggesting solutions. 

 An alternate solution suggested is staggering lunches with the 1st and 3rd graders starting 
lunch at 1pm.  This was not recognized as an ideal solution. 

 Students need to be encouraged to wear their badges every day to help the line move faster. 
 A slight staggering of 5 minutes per classroom was suggested so that students are not 

wasting time standing in the lunch line 
o The noise level in the cafeteria was also agreed to be problematic 

 Sound baffling would be effective 
 Further discussion is needed about funding 
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