
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Next stop on the SLLIS Express: The Chinese School! 
 
In preparation for the opening of The Chinese School next year, we are 
pleased to welcome Dr. Lydia Chen as the pioneering Head of the Chinese 
School.  
 
Dr. Chen received her Bachelor’s degree equivalent in Taiwan, her Master’s 
degree in Curriculum and Instruction from University of Missouri, 
Columbia and her PhD in Human Development and Family Studies also 
from University of Missouri, Columbia. In addition to her education, Dr. 
Chen has experience as an educator, teaching English in Taiwan and 
Mandarin in the United States to students from preschool all the way to 
the university level. Besides direct instruction, Dr. Chen has experience in 
research, parent training and professional development for educators.  
 
“Lydia is a skilled practitioner and administrator who embraces language 
immersion and International Baccalaureate frameworks and embodies our 
commitment to position all children for success in local and global 
economies through holistic, intellectually-inspiring language immersion 
programs,” writes Rhonda about Dr. Chen. 
 
SLLIS hosted a brief welcome reception for Dr. Chen on Wednesday, 
April 25, 2012 at 5 pm, immediately preceding the April Board of 
Directors meeting. Attendees had the opportunity to meet and speak with 
Dr. Chen about her education, experiences and The Chinese School. 
 
Keep on the SLLIS Express to explore and learn more about our Schools… 
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SLLIS Night of Celebration 

The summer event will raise awareness of 
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Transportation 
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Debt Interest service 

Board of Directors 
 

Vincent C. Schoemehl, Jr. 
Steven L. Harris   Marti Cortez 
Heather Rucker                 Manny Silva 
Jane Robert         Michelle Gleason 
Edward O’Neal              Steve Sanchez 
Aliah Baker Holman      Van Clark 

 
Starting January 2012, the Board of 

Directors meets on the fourth Wednesday 
of the month at 6 pm. 

Meetings are open to the public. 
Agendas and minutes are available on our 

website, blog and Facebook. 
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Springtime Growth at SLLIS 
  
Spring always reminds me of the early 
conversations that led to creating SLLIS. Each 
spring since then has marked a new stage in our 
development. This year upon return from 
Spring Break our instructional team from The 
French School held their first meeting at our 
expansion site at 19th and Olive. TFS team 
members are brimming with excitement to 
create a new home with their students and 
families. 
  
The growth of St. Louis Language Immersion Schools is tangible.  We 
hear it everyday in our students’ path to bilingualism.  We have made 
significant growth in our first three years of operations yet we know that 
we still have significant work ahead to realize our dream. I invite you to 
reflect on our mission, vision and core values and commit to working with 
us as we refine our practices.  Thank you for your thoughtful 
contributions to our school community. 
 
 
 
Rhonda Broussard 
Founder and President 

SLLIS Night of Celebration  
Save the date for an exciting evening where guests will experience 
language and cultural immersion as SLLIS’ four languages – French, 
Spanish, Mandarin, & Japanese – are demonstrated through food, music, 
art and more. The 2012 Night of Celebration is Saturday, June 9th at our 
Papin location. We are thrilled to honor Novus International, Inc. and 
their ongoing commitment to SLLIS’ growth and success. 
 
The purpose of this event is to raise awareness of and funds for SLLIS. 
We hope to have a great turnout from the current SLLIS community as 
well as the greater St. Louis community. Individual tickets to the Night of 
Celebration are $200 and are now for sale online. There will be a limited 
number of discount tickets available for purchase by SLLIS staff, parents 
and volunteers. These tickets will be distributed in late May. If you are 
interested in being put on the waiting list for these tickets, please send an 
email to Rachel that includes your name, best contact information and if 
you would like 1 or 2 tickets. We are also looking for table hosts and 
event  volunteers. 
 
For more information or to get involved, please contact Rachel D’Souza-
Siebert at 314-533-0975 or Rachel.dsouza-siebert@sllis.org. 

Thanks for visiting! 
• Elizabeth George, Deaconess Foundation 
• Thad Simons & Tricia Beal, Novus International 
• Vanessa Foster, Anheuser-Busch 
• Tim Nowak, Ana Romero Lizana & Kari          
   Madden, World Trade Center 
• David Stiffler, TALX 
• Mary McMurtrey, Gateway Center for Giving 
• Giana Calvello, ALIVE Magazine 
• Kate Casas, Children’s Education Alliance of  
  Missouri (CEAM) 
• State Representative Jeanne Riddle 
• Mary Beth Luna Wolf, Sen. Roy Blunt’s Office 
• Glenn Pierce, Canyon-Agassi 
• Sue Schlicter, Express Scripts 
• Kyle Banahan 
• Dr. Blanche Touhill, UMSL 
• Dr. Joel Glassman, UMSL 
• Dennis Pruitt, Missouri Partnership  

Thank you to the Saigh Foundation for their 
recent $10,000 donation to support SLLIS’ 

social equity campaign. 
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NWEA Winter 2012 Results 

SLLIS students most recently took the NWEA tests in January 2012. In 
Math, all grade levels in both languages are at or within 5 points of the 
national norm. In Reading, all grade levels are within 8 points of the 
national norm. According to studies, students in their early years at an 
immersion school typically perform slightly below grade level in Reading 
tests in English until they have had 2.5 years of English language 
instruction (usually by 5th grade). This session’s NWEA tests show that all 
grade levels are currently ½ grade level or less below the national norm. 
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Spring PYP Update 
 

What an exciting few months it has been for our schools and PYP! In 
February, The Spanish School had a consultant come all the way from 
Mexico to see our progress in PYP so far. The French School’s 
consultant came from Quebec in April to do the same, and both 
consultants had the same comment- SLLIS right on track to be 
authorized! Our application for authorization is due October 1, 2012, 
so stay tuned for more updates. 

The IB Learner Profile is a set of 
ten words that is used to help 
define the types of learners our 
schools strive to develop. Here are 
the words and the definitions that 
we use here at SLLIS: 

IB Learner Profile, Part 1 

Communicator – I talk 
about my ideas and 
can express myself by 
writing and with 
pictures. I know more 
than one language. 

Risk-Taker – I have 
the courage to try new 
things. I try to solve 
problems in a lot of 
ways and I tell people 
what I think is right. 

Knowledgeable – I can 
remember what I have 
found out. I can use 
this information in my 
life. 

Open-Minded – I know 
that people are 
different and may do 
different things. I 
know that not everyone 
will think like me and 
I try to understand 
others. 

Reflective - I know 
what I am good at and 
what I am not. I try 
to think about these 
things and make 
changes when I can. I 
am sensitive to other 
people’s needs.  

Part II of the IB Learner Profile will 
be included in our fall newsletter. 
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SLLIS Hosts National 
Sport Stacking 
Tournament 

  
On June 9, SLLIS will host the St. 
Louis Open Summer Fun 
StackFest Tournament at 
Concordia Gymnastic Society at 
6432 Gravois Avenue in South 
City. This is a national sport 
stacking tournament which will 
also be a fundraiser for the SLLIS 
PE programs.  
 
The tournament will have a 
"stackfest" room where attendees 
can try a variety of cup stacking 
activities including using Jumbo 
Cups, mini cups, making cup crafts 
and more. SLLIS's tournament is 
sanctioned by the World Sport 
Stacking Association which means 
that competitors will be eligible to 
set official records.  
  
If you and your family would like 
to learn to speed stack, you can 
attend a free workshop at SLLIS 
on Friday, May 11 from 6-8 pm. 
 
Please direct any questions to Lisa 
Berman, Speed Stacking Club 
leader, at  314-398-6839 or 
lisaberman@rocketmail.com. 
  

                         

Family Spotlight: The DeMeesters 

Literacy in The Spanish School 
The Spanish School raised over $4000 through the TJ's Pizza fundraising 
program.  These funds will go to purchasing books for the TSS literacy 
efforts. 
  
The Literacy Empowerment Foundation offers free books in Spanish for 
younger students - our students will be receiving 16 sets of books to be 
distributed for classroom, library & Title I use. 
  
Each TSS classroom will have an average of 48 books, allowing each class 
to have its own mini library.  Thank you to everyone who participated in 
the fundraiser and who supports our ongoing literacy efforts.  And a big 
GRACIAS to Melanie DeMeester for leading our TJ's Pizza effort. 

SLLIS students 
Holly, 2nd 
grader and 
Zaire, 1st 
grader, currently 
hold the MO 
state record for 
doubles for ages 
7 and under 

Why did you choose SLLIS 
for your family? 
We think it is a really great 
opportunity for our children to 
learn a foreign language at a 
young age instead of struggling 
through classes in high school 
or college. We also love the 
diversity of the school. There 
are so many different countries 
and cultures represented. 

What is your favorite weekend 
activity? 
We really enjoy playing sports or riding bikes outside on the weekends. We 
also enjoy participating in the community events in our area. 
 
How has SLLIS affected your family? 
As our children are becoming more and more fluent in the Spanish 
language, it has opened up a door that we never expected for our lives.  As 
foster parents, we were recently able to open our home to two beautiful 
little girls that only speak Spanish.  Our boys have been amazing 
translators and are making the girls feel more at home. 
 
How would you encourage other SLLIS families to get involved? 
Host an intern! We have hosted Raul in our home since the beginning of 
the school year. It has enabled our boys to have extra language help 
outside of school and helped Craig and I understand what our children are 
saying to each other. The cultural experience and friendship that has 
developed will be very long lasting! If you are unable to have an extra 
person living in your home, there are so many other ways to support the 
program. Hosting meals, going on outings and financial donations are just 
as important to the interns’ experience at our school. 

The DeMeester family: Melanie and Craig with their 
children Evan (2C), Ayden (KB) and Ella (3 years 
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TFS Teacher Spotlight : Madame Adeline Le Borgne 
 

In the Brittany region of western France, 
they say that folks from Brest speak the 
best English because they are closest to 
England and America. Madame Adeline, a 
first-year Kindergarten lead teacher from 
Brest, wouldn’t go that far, but she does 
admit that she has always had a keen 
interest in languages. It wasn’t the 
proximity to the US or England, though; 
as a child, she traveled frequently with her 
family. For Madame Adeline, foreign 
languages are “the coolest!”  

Unlike her classmates in middle school and beyond, she viewed English 
as “a vehicle to navigate and explore more fun avenues, not as an 
additional source of homework.” She wanted to communicate her 
enthusiasm and spread her excitement for learning. Et voilà! A teacher was 
born.  
Madame Adeline says that children surprise her every day with how 
quickly they absorb French. One favorite memory is from her first year at 
SLLIS: during an assembly, Monsieur Conrad presented a prize broom to 
the class that had done the best job sweeping the cafeteria. The 
kindergartners spontaneously broke into song, singing Madame la Souris n'a 
pas de balai (“Mrs. Mouse has no broom,” a popular French children’s 
song). “To hear all of them together was quite moving!”  
When asked where she sees herself in five years, Madame Adeline 
responds with her usual smile, without pause, “In a classroom, teaching.” 

St. Louis Symphony visits The French School 

The St. Louis Symphony visited 
second graders in TFS as a part of 
the Symphony in your School 
program, which send musicians on 
special visits to area schools to 
introduce the children to orchestral 
instruments. TFS was honored to 
have a cellist and a violinist come in 
March and the brass family in April. 
The visitors presented about how 
the instruments work and played 
several songs. Thank you to the St. 
Louis Symphony for this musical  
learning experience! 

Mother’s Day is May 13th 
Happy Mother’s Day! 

 
School Orientations: 

May 19th 
TSS at 9 am 

TFS at 10:30 am 
TCS & TJS at 12 pm 

 
St. Louis Summer Fun 
StackFest Tournament: 

June 9th from 8 am - 4 pm 
 

SLLIS Night of 
Celebration: 

June 9th at 6 pm 
 

Last Day of School: 
June 15th  

 
Save the Date: 

First Days of School – 
Kindergarten: August 13th  
1st – 4th grade: August 14th 

All grades: August 15th 

 

SLLIS Soiree: 
October  12th 
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Quarterly Quote 
»We have two ears and one mouth so that we may listen twice 

as much as we speak.«  -- Epictetus 

 

4011 Papin Street 
ST. LOUIS, MO 63110 

(314) 533.0975 

website: http://sllis.org 

blog: sllis.wordpress.com 

Like us on Facebook 

Follow us on Twitter @SLLIS 

 
 

 Spring 2012, Issue 7 

 

2012 - 2013 Enrollment Figures 
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Ethnicity 
African American 

Caucasian 

Multi-Racial 

Hispanic 

Asian 

84% 

16% 

Residence 

City 

County 

Enrollment is on track for 2012-13. The Spanish School Kindergarten is 
full, as are all the upper grades in Spanish and French. The Chinese School 
is also well on its way. We anticipate that all the schools will be full by June.   
Our next tour is Tuesday morning, May 1st at 9:15 am. We also have a tour 
scheduled for June 5th at 9:15.   
The charts below demonstrate the residence and ethnicity breakdown of 
the student population for the 2012-2013 school year.  
There are still spots available for your student. For more information, 
contact Anne Carr at 533-2001 or anne@sllis.org. 
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