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From the Head of School
How can emotional 
intelligence be developed?

Developing emotional intelligence is 
about teaching skills that make the 

learner confident, 
motivated, aware of  
expected behavior, 
able to manage 
personal impulses, 
seek help when 
appropriate, wait their 
turn, be aware and 
effectively interact 
with others. 

Emotional intelligence represents self-
awareness and impulse control, 
persistence, zeal and self-motivation, 
empathy and social deftness‘. We 
believe a school curriculum that 
focuses on teaching these skills and 
helping students to manage their 
feelings and control their impulses is 
essential.  There is a difference in the 
capacity of  people to understand and 
express their emotions and the 
important underlying skills for 
competency in social emotional 
learning can be taught.

What are social - emotional 
competencies?

CASEL (Collaboration for Academic, 
Social and Emotional Learning) have 
developed a framework for the key 
competencies that researchers believe 
form the basis of  effective practices in 
social emotional learning.
Self-awareness
• identifying and recognizing 

emotions 
• accurate self-perception 
• recognizing strengths, needs, and 

values 
• self-efficacy 
Social awareness 
• perspective taking 
• empathy 
• appreciating diversity 
• respect of  others 

Responsible decision making 
• problem identification and 

situation analysis 
• problem solving 
• evaluation and reflection 
• personal, moral, and ethical 

responsibility 
Self-management 

• impulse control and stress 
management

• self-motivation and discipline 
• goal setting and organizational 

skills 
Relationship management 

• communication and building 
relationships 

• working co-operatively 
• negotiation, refusal, and conflict 

management 
• help seeking and providing

These skills must be developed in an 
environment that is conducive to 
learning, is caring, safe and 
supportive.  
This means our school must continue 
to create an environment in which 
these skills are taught, modeled and 
practiced inside and outside the 
classroom. 
You will read about some of  the ways 
we are supporting social and 
emotional learning in this newsletter.  
Programs like Student Council, help 
teach students many of  the 
aforementioned competencies by 
empower students to have a voice in 
their daily lives at school.

Have a great week,
Conrad

Kindergarten students 
enjoying the ride 
during their visit to the 
Pumpkin Patch
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Brain POP French
• Brain Pop French - a home-school 

curriculum source, which creates animated, 
curricular content that engages students, 
supports educators, and bolsters 
achievement. Cool website http://
www.brainpop.fr/ 

http://www.brainpop.fr/
http://www.brainpop.fr/
http://www.brainpop.fr/
http://www.brainpop.fr/
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Positive School Culture
The Explorer Code

Over the last few weeks we have 
established a great partnership with the 
Kirkwood Early Childhood Center.  This 
is a school that has been implementing 
the PBS system over the last seven years. 
Mme. Danielle visited their school to see 
what PBS looked like first hand. We met 
with their Assistant Head, and the two 
behavioral specialists they have on staff.  
We were very impressed with what we 
saw.  Classrooms explicitly taught 
expectations in engaging ways, and the 
entire school paid constant attention to 
their school culture.

Last week the same three educators came 
to visit our school to see how we are 
doing in our second year of  
implementation.  As a fee-based school, 
the Kirkwood Early Childhood Center is 
quite different from TFS. However, both 
schools are pushing for the same type of  
school culture.  They were amazed at the 
progress we have made so far this year, 
and were interested to see how our 
classroom teachers pay attention to 
school culture in French.  
The next step in our partnership is for 
our kindergarten teachers to visit their 
school and spend some time in their 
classrooms.  This will give our teachers to 
see how PBS is implemented at the 
classroom level.

PYP - Concepts
Central to the philosophy of  the PYP is 
the principle that purposeful, structured 
inquiry is a powerful vehicle for learning 
that promotes meaning and 
understanding, and challenges students 
to engage with significant ideas. At TFS 
we have a commitment to a concept-
driven curriculum as a means of  
supporting inquiry.
 Concepts are included because they 
help the student to construct meaning 
through improved critical thinking and 
the transfer of  knowledge.
As the students progress through the 
PYP they gradually work towards a 
deepening of  their conceptual 
understanding, this is important because 
the world around them is made up of  
powerful concepts not just isolated facts.

Form- What is it like?
Everything has a form with recognizable 
features that can be observed, identified, 
described and categorized.
Function- How does it work?
Everything has a purpose, a way of  
behaving that can be investigated.
Causation- Why is it like it is?
Things do not just happen. Actions have 
consequences.
Change- How is it changing?
Movement from one state to another. It is 
universal and inevitable.
Connection- How is it connected to 
other things?

We live in a world of  interacting systems. 
The actions of  any individual element 
affect others.
Perspective- What are the points of  
view?
Different perspectives lead to different 
interpretations, understandings. 
Perspectives may be individual, group 
cultural or disciplinary.
Responsibility- What is our 
responsibility?
People make choices based on their 
understandings, and the actions they take 
as a result do make a difference.
Reflection- How do we know?
There are different ways of  knowing. It is  
important to reflect on our conclusions, 
to consider our methods of  reasoning, 
and the quality and the reliability of  the 
evidence we have considered.

I Take Care of Myself
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Learning about Democracy,  
citizenship, and voting is 
an important part of the 
Primary Years Program at 
all levels.

The Explorer Code

I take care of myself
I take care of others
I take care of my school 

Je

  prends  soinde  moi

TFS
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Parent Connections
Beaujolais Nouveau
All parents are invited to join us this Friday at 7:30 at school for for 
this special French School event.  This is an evening for the adults in 
our community to get together and socialize.  

There is a long history in France behind Beaujolais Nouveau.  
Beaujolais is one of  the older French vineyards with the first vines 
being planted in Roman times. This tradition signals the end of  the 
harvest season in France and the beginning of  the fall holiday season.

Honoring the French tradition of  welcoming the arrival of  the first 
2012 “new wines” – the famous Beaujolais Nouveau from the 
Beaujolais region of  France – this ceremonial uncorking of  the wine 
in the cafés of  France is celebrated all over the world.

This is a casual “pot luck” event at TFS; please consider bringing an 
appetizer or desert.  We are asking for a $5.00 per person donation to 
help us sustain this special evening.  Beaujolais Nouveau, a great 
tradition in The French School.

Parent Volunteers
There will be another Parent Volunteer training session on Thursday 
November 15, at 6:00 PM. Childcare will be provided.

School Advisory Committee
SAC - The next School Advisory Committee meeting will be on 
Tuesday, November 13 at 6:00. Please join us.

Basketball Bake Sale
Help support the SLLIS basketball teams by purchasing some tasty 
baked goods on Thursday, November 29th. Two bake sales will be 
held at each the Pine and Papin locations. Look for SLLIS basketball 
parents at the drop off  area from 8 - 9 am and again at the pick up 
area from 3:15 until they sell out!

Last Day of After School Activities
The last day for after school activities including Book Club is 
November 16th.  This does NOT include MOSAIC.  Activities will 
start up again in January.

Spotlight on TFS
Last week TFS held its first Student Council Elections!  Each 
candidate gave a short speech to the school, and visited classrooms to 
explain the election process. Grade 3-4 students then set up a voting 
booth and helped our younger students navigate the voting process.  
This was a great experience for the entire school.  
We are thrilled to sponsor our students and they help develop 
a strong Student Council at The French School.  This is a 
great way to enhance our school culture. Younger students are 
involved in Student Council as classroom representatives. This 
provides them the opportunity to see how the organization 
works before they run for office themselves in the upper 
grades.

French in STL
Now in its 21st year, the Whitaker St. Louis International Film 
Festival (SLIFF) is one of  the largest international film festivals in the 

Midwest. This year’s SLIFF will be held Nov. 8-18, 2012. The 
schedule of  films, events and guests are now posted. Tickets at most 
venues are on sale now.  There are also over 40 FREE childrens’ 
films being screened. To find out more information you can visit their 
website: http://www.cinemastlouis.org/

TFS Events
School Culture & Community 
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Our school supports 
a varied and inspiring 
environment that 
engages our students 
at many different 
levels.

Important Dates To RememberImportant Dates To Remember
11/13  School Advisory Council Meeting; 6pm 11/16 LAST DAY for After School Activities

11/15 Volunteer Training  6:00 pm 11/21-23 Thanksgiving Break; NO SCHOOL 

11/15 Family French Class 4-5 pm 11/26 Community Involvement Committee 6:00pm

11/16 Beaujolais Nouveau; 7:30 - 10pm 12/06  SLLIS Parent’s Night Out

http://www.cinemastlouis.org/
http://www.cinemastlouis.org/

