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From the Head of School
Open House 
at The French School
Time to celebrate learning!

Upon our fall move, and the 
realization that we have access to an 
all school intercom, we have been 
eager to begin student written, all 
school announcements.  I am thrilled 
to report that today we had our first 
TFS announcements made by our 

students 
entirely 
in 
French.  
These 
small 
steps, like 
school 

announcements, are the fruitful 
indications that point to our 
collaborative learning environment 
and positive school culture.  

Our growing school community 
continues to make strides of  progress  
forward. This year alone, we have 

elected our first student council, 
created the framework for our school 
safety patrol, ensured that all 
students are personally greeted at 
least three times by the time they 
enter their classroom, implemented a 
healthy snack program, and planned 
and prepared for six units of  inquiry 
per grade level.  

In celebration of  these and other 
wonderful student accomplishments,  
we are proud to host an Open House 
for our parents. This is an event 
where you, the parent, are invited to 
come and see what a typical day 
looks like in our school.  We are 
proud of  the peaceful, clean and 
respectful environment we work to 
maintain, and our students are 
excited to show off  their learning 
world.

We hope you will be able to come to 
school and witness for yourself  our 
amazing students, our incredible 
teachers and our wonderful school.
  

In order to preserve the learning 
environment, we will be having these 
sessions by grade level.  An “open 
house” date is assigned to each 
grade.  Adults will meet in the 
Auditorium for a brief  overview from 
Conrad, and will then be able to join 
their child’s class, in progress.  
Parents are invited to stay and 
observe until 11:00 as their schedules  
permit.

Tuesday, February 19, 9:30 - 11:00 
Kindergarten
Wednesday, February 20, 9:30-11:00 
Grade 1
Thursday, February 21, 9:30 - 11:00 
Grade 2
Friday, February 22, 9:30 - 11:00 Grade 
3-4
 

We look forward to welcoming you in 
The French School! 

Have a great week 
- Conrad

Our second grade is 
learning about 
processes. A trip to 
the glass factory was 
a perfect 
demonstration.
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“The object of teaching a 
child is to enable him to get 
along without a teacher.” 

- Elbert Hubbard
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Positive School Culture
Weekly Gathering Awards
At TFS, each week, students gather 
together to participate in a community 
assembly.  This is a time we celebrate 
our unique school culture, and honor 
our students who are actively engaged 
in the positive learning environment. 
This week we presented 5 students with 
the Proper Uniform award.  This 
award recognizes the importance of  
coming to class always prepared with 
the proper TFS attire. 

The following students received this 
week's award:

 Kindergarten	  Lilah Hand
1st grade	  Aeden Jettles
 2nd grade	  Bobby Alford
 3rd grade 	 Dakota Harvey
4th grade  Lamont McClendon  

When you see them in school, take a 
moment to thank them for actively 
supporting our school culture!

PYP - In Action
Anatomy of a TFS Unit

Our kindergarten students are working 
on an inspiring Unit of  Inquiry that 
illustrates the Inquiry process and the 
way our units center around student 
questions while being academically 
rigorous, intellectually inspiring, 
collaborative, and cross curricular.

The title of  the unit is “Homes Around 
the World” and this particular unit falls 
in to the “Where We are in Place and 
Time” transdisciplinary unit.  The PYP 
describes this as an..

“inquiry into orientation in place 
and time, personal histories, homes 
and journeys; the discoveries, 
exploration sand migrations of  
humankind; the relationships 
between and the interconnectedness 
of  individuals, and civilization, from 
local and global perspectives.”

From this description, the kindergarten 
team developed the central idea behind 
the inquiry that people adapt and survive 
in different regions of  the world.  This 
central idea fulfills many kindergarten 
grade level expectations put forth by 
Missouri including the social studies 
benchmarks of  identifying maps and 
globes, and identifying artifacts (building 
structures and materials, tools, clothing 
etc.. ) as well as many expectations from 
science and math.  This is the work that 
our teachers are doing daily behind the 
scenes, taking the broad, global themes 
from the PYP and making sure that these 
themes include the skills and abilities 
prescribed by the State.

If  you think about the deep topic of  this 
particular unit, you can see how many 
skills in math, science, and social studies 
are naturally included.  Added to this 
academically rigorous unit is  our 
immersion language component.  Our 
kindergarten students are learning the 
words for all of  these physical objects, 

ideas, and feelings in French.  Like all of  
our grade-level teams, the kindergarten 
teachers have developed a basic list of  
vocabulary that they expect the students 
to learn and begin using in their daily 
conversations.

The next step in developing this unit is in 
designing a way to assess students’ 
understanding of  the central idea.  For 
this unit, the kindergarten team will have 
the students randomly choose a region 
and build a house from collected material 
that fits the environment of  that region.  
The students will present their houses to 
the class and write a description.

Teachers in the PYP begin with the end 
in mind. They plan “backwards” in that 
once they have identified all of  the things 
they want the students to learn, and 
created a way to assess this learning, they 
go about designing the daily lessons that 
move the students toward that learning.

In this case, the teachers set up specific 
learning centers for the students that 
involve many of  the smaller, discrete skills 
that are required to complete the inquiry.  
Teachers set up literacy centers that 
provide experience with the words of  the 
unit.  Math-based centers that reinforce 
math concepts of  building, measuring, 
comparing etc...  As a class the students 
build a large example of  a house fit for a 

certain environment. The activity of  
building the house,and the play that takes 
place in and around the house, helps to 
develop social skills like collaboration and 
cooperation, as well as vocabulary, ideas, 
and understandings.

During all of  these activities and lessons, 
the teachers are always observing.  They 
observe individual skill and attitude 
development and also are intently 
listening for the student questions that 
come up during these experiences.  
Questions like, “is a door a need or a 
want?”, “Do all houses have 
bathrooms?”, “What happens to the 
house during the rainy season?”  These 
are the questions that help drive the 
inquiry and make the learning personal 
for the students.

When the unit is finished the teachers sit 
down together to compare their 
experiences and reflect on ways to 
improve the unit in the future.  They 
examine their assessments, the students’ 
work and their lessons to improve the 
unit each year.  It is at this time that the 
teachers develop a list of  resources they 
need to successfully implement the unit 
in the future. Our teachers, like our 
students practice their own form of  
Inquiry, helping to create a dynamic, 
intellectually inspiring environment for 
all students.
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Our student all enjoy Art. Here 
fourth graders are making 
linoleum engravings.

The Explorer Code

I take care of myself
I take care of others
I take care of my school 



3

Parent Connections
Highway 40 Construction Update
On Friday, Feb 1 the Missouri Department of  Transportation and its 
contractors will close a short stretch of  Highway 40 (Interstate 64) to 
traffic in order to tear down old bridges at Newstead and Taylor avenues. 
The project involves replacing four aging bridges. In addition to the 
Newstead and Taylor bridges, MoDOT will replace the bridges carrying 
Tower Grove and  Boyle avenues over Highway 40. The highway is 
expected to be open for rush hour on Monday, Feb 4, however,  MoDOT 
officials say motorists will encounter three narrow lanes in each direction 
between Sarah and Kingshighway. Eastbound motorists will lose the exit-
only lane that carries cars to the Vandeventer off-ramp. Westbound 
travelers will lose the Vandeventer on-ramp. The narrow lanes will be in 
place throughout this year and into 2014.  Plan accordingly for on time 
school arrival if  this is part of  your morning commute by allowing for 
more time and/or practicing alternate routes to school. Thank you! 

Open House For Parents
Mark your calendars to join us for an informal open house where you 
can take a peek into your students day in an immersion environment, and 
learn more about the TFS school day routines, curriculum and 
differentiation. We hope you can join us for our grade specifics events 
that will take place February 19-22, from 9:30-11am. For more 
information please contact your classroom teacher. 

Love and Logic Parenting Class Update
Due to the strong response from families for Love and Logic parenting 
classes, we have called in a professional from the YMCA to lead these 
classes.  Please note that the timing of  these classes has changed to 
Wednesdays from 6-7 pm.  The start date for these classes is now 
February 20th. Please contact Louise: louise@sllis.org if  you would like 
to reserve a space.

NWEA Winter Testing Reminder
Remember that before any testing event you should:
• Get a good night’s sleep
• Eat a healthy breakfast

SLLIS Board Meeting
On Wednesday, January 30 from 6 – 8 pm, everyone is welcome to attend 
this month’s Board of  Directors meeting at 4011 Papin. This meeting’s 
theme will include: Student Support, Title I, Special Education, English 
Language Learners.

TFS Girls Soccer
TFS 2nd grade girls are finishing a fun season of  indoor soccer, and we're 
planning to join another indoor league starting February 15th, 2012.  In 
this next season, we hope to expand our team even further to include 
more 2nd grade girls and a new 1st grade girls team! There will be 
approximately 10 games over a 6- to 7-week season, and costs are about 
$35 per player.  All the girls need to play are shinguards and athletic 
shoes.  Games are typically on Friday evenings, Saturdays, and Sunday 
afternoons.  We also have a fun practice at TFS from 4:00 PM to 5:00 
PM each Tuesday, in the auditorium. If  your daughter is interested in 
joining this next indoor league, please contact Josh Smith 
before February 5th.  (314) 497-7417 or joshsmithpe@gmail.com

Volunteers Needed!
The following enrollment events are great ways to inform future families 
from a parent’s perspective about SLLIS, while getting some volunteer 
hours in:  Our IB/Immersion Panel will be Thursday, Jan 31st at 6:30 
pm at the Papin Building. This is an event for future families, but anyone 
is welcome. Our next Open House is Saturday, Feb. 2nd from 9-noon at 
the Pine Street building. Anne is looking for staff  and parent volunteers 
to speak with future families. If  you’re interested in attending or helping 
out at one of  these events, contact Anne anne@sllis.org for more 
information. The Trivia Night Committee is looking for 5-7 volunteers to 
help with registration and serve as judges.  The shift is 6pm - 10pm on 
Friday, February 15. Volunteers will receive complimentary drinks and 
dinner at the event. If  you are interested, please contact Rachel: 
rachel.dsouza-siebert@sllis.org or 314-633-8318 ext. 871.

SPOTLIGHT ON TFS
Meet our new Reading Specialist/Title 1 
Coordinator:  Aurelie Clement-Bayard

 Mme. Aurelie began this important role upon Mme. Louise’s new 
position as Assistant Head of  School in January.  Aurelie was born in 
Paris and lived in France for her first twenty-two years. After completing 
high school and two years at the University of  Paris X Nanterre, she 
moved to Saint Louis Missouri where she continued her studies and 
earned a B.A. in Psychology at UMSL and an M.A. in Communications 
at Webster University.  Over the span of  twelve years, she also taught at 
the Alliance Francaise, was the French teacher for 320 elementary 
children at Villa Duchesne Oak Hill School, a French and 
Communications adjunct professor at Webster University, and the 
Education Director at KDHX Community Media. Aurelie joined SLLIS 
and the founder’s team its first year of  operation as the French School 
Librarian, but stayed home after the birth of  her son. Today, Aurelie is 
thrilled to be back at The French School as the Title 1 Coordinator. She 
is proud of  her amazing Title 1 team and looks forward to working with 

her students everyday to help them fulfill their potential. 

TFS Events School Culture & Community

Older students 
helping out in the 
younger grades. Part 
of the TFS way.

Important Dates To RememberImportant Dates To Remember
01/30 SLLIS Board Meeting @ Papin 6:00pm 02/19  Kindergarten Open House 9:30-11:00

02/07 SLLIS Parent Night Out: Schlafly Bottlworks 7:30pm 02/20 First Grade Open House 9:30-11:00

02/15 No School Parent Teacher Conferences 02/20 Love and Logic Parent Class Begins 6:00pm

02/18 No School Presidents Day 02/20 After School Activities Begin
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