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Dear TCS Families,

It is April! It is hard to believe that we are ap-
proaching the fourth quarter of the school year. 
There is a Chinese saying says that time flies like 
a fast arrow (光陰似箭). That is how I feel at the 
end of the day. I wish I could make time stop so 
that I could get more things done. Though I really 
don’t like that a day goes by so fast, I do appreci-
ate that I can see the amazing growth of our TCS 
kids day by day. They’ve grown so much physically 
and intellectually, especially in their Mandarin 
Chinese since school opened last August. Chinese 
has become their language. They have no problem 
learning new things in all Chinese instruction. 
They enjoyed writing their Chinese characters, 
though it has so many strokes. They naturally 
speak to me in Chinese and act as a translator for 
their parents. They are enjoying learning the lan-
guage itself and using the language proudly. 
Way to go, TCS Kids!!   很棒, 加油 !!!

Welcome TCS New Families 歡迎 !!

TCS is growing. Every year we plan to add three 
kindergarten classes. One exciting thing in April 
is that we have reached over half of next year’s 
enrollment. We thank our new families for trusting 
us by choosing TCS as their child’s school. It takes 
a big step to send your child to a language immer-
sion school and it takes an even bigger step to go 

(continued on page 2) 
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Welcome new TCS families, cont.
to a Chinese language immersion school. Chinese is considered to be one of the world’s most dif-
ficult foreign languages to learn. The use of characters is so different than the Western Alphabet 
that most of our families are familiar with. Considering the facts, your decision in choosing TCS 
as your child’s school is going to benefit your child’s future in this global society with pluralistic 
views.

** According to 2007 world statistic, Mandarin is the first language of 1.075 billion people and 
the second language of another 178 million, for a total of over 1 billion speakers, comparing with 

508 million English speakers worldwide. It is out numbering any other language in the world.
** Mandarin Chinese was listed in George Weber’s article “Top Languages: The World’s 10 Most 

Influential Languages” in Language Today (Vol. 2, Dec 1997). 
** It is the national language of China, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore. 

** It is considered an important “world language” by the United States State Dept. and Dept. of 
Defense, both of which fund Chinese language programs at primary, secondary and graduate 

schools around the United States with the aim of increasing the number of fully bilingual, biliter-
ate and bicultural Americans. 

** China is a country of growing global importance, with rapidly increasing trade, manufacturing 
and cultural links to the rest of the world.

** Access more career opportunities 
** Chinese language immersion is a fast growing language immersion schools at US

           http://miparentscouncil.org/

Why Mandarin Chinese  中文

Parents, remember how anxious you were after you enrolled your 
child into TCS last year. Since it was our inaugural year, there 

were no current parents at school to share their experiences with 
you. This is a great opportunity for you to help some parents as 

anxious as you were last year by sharing your experiences at this 
amazing and challenging journey with a child at the Chinese lan-
guage immersion school. So please mark your calendar for our 

new family events to welcome our new families and support them 
by sharing your experiences to them. 

1) 04/27- New Family Bowling at Moolah Lanes (3821 Lindell 
Blvd  St Louis, MO 63108 - (314) 446-6866)

2) 06/08- New Family Orientation & KG Readiness Assessment
 *** New families’ Q&A with current families at reception time 
while your child is doing the KG assessment.

3) 06/22, 10am-12pm- New Family Picnic Day at Forest Park

4) 07/20, 9:30-11:30am- New Family Play Day- at Tower Grove 
Park

Calendar for TCS New Family Events 

Family Fun Night 
on May 10th at 6:00pm



Did you sign up your parent- teacher conference schedule with your child’s teacher yet?

 Home and school—everyone shares the goal of helping children learn and feel successful. 
Research has proven that when parents and teacher work together, everyone benefits: students 
tend to earn higher grades, perform better on tests, attend school more regularly, have better 
behavior, and show more positive attitudes toward themselves and toward school. School 
programs that include strong parent involvement are more effective! Therefore collaboration 
between parents and teachers is an essential factor in contributing your child’s success at school.  
 
 Among various ways of collaboration, a parent- teacher conference is  very important.  You 
definitely don’t want to miss it. It is a time when important people in a student’s life can talk 
about how that student is doing in school. It’s a chance for you to ask questions about the class 
or your child’s progress. It is also a time for you and the teacher to work together as a team to 
discuss ways you both can help your son or daughter. Teachers need your help to do a first-class 
job. Together, you can help your child have a great school year. Therefore, please sign up the 
schedule if you haven’t done so.
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Parent-Teacher Conference on April 26th

St. Louis is a strong community and a fun place to live. There are many events to display the vari-
ous cultural heritages to make residents’ lives colorful. We are proud that our school can be a part 
of lots of community events to contribute the essences of our unique culture.  Please mark your 
calendar to attend. It should be fun!!

Upcoming Community Events

1) Novus Art Walk- 05/03, 5:30-8:30pm
      TCS Students’ artwork, chorus, dance performance
2) Chinese Cultural Festival at Botanic Garden- 05/18-19
      TCS Parent + Students’ Choir Performance 
      TCS Student Chinese Poem Reading
      TCS  Student Dance
3) Families with Children from China Culture day- Silk Road
      06/01, 8:30am-3:00pm TCS teachers will host a silk room. 

TCS kids are collecting loose change to win the prize 
of their class sitting in the front row for the upcoming 
movie night! Please see our attached flyer for the details.

Family Fun Night 
on May 10th at 6:00pm



Please take a look at our April SAC meeting notes below. Thank Ken, our KG SAC parent for the 
good and detailed notes.  From the notes, you can see what our SAC meeting can do in 
bringing families and staff together to build our school great. I strongly encourage you to attend 
the future SAC meeting. Once you attend, you are going to love it. 
 
Conrad, principal of the French School gave us a tour.
A. He discuss drop off and pick-up.
B. He showed us where the classrooms would be.
C. Discuss how lunch works.
D. He discuss the library, gym, and art rooms, and how we might share some of there rooms.
Lydia, principal of The Chinese School.
A. Lydia discussed the rest of the school year.
B. Talked about Family Movie Night.
C. She discussed the calendar and events over the summer and what was being planned for next 
year.
D. Items were discussed in a handout that will be sent home or e-mailed later. 
E. Lydia told us how she received such a positive feedback from the Chinese community about 
the Chinese New Year program the students put on. They were impressed. 
F. Lydia said that in the future, staff appreciation would be done quarterly.
G. Lydia talked about the Chinese Culture Festival at The Botanical Gardens and how the kids 
and the parents were going to be involved.
H. Lydia discussed reading programs over the summer, and that she will be sending e-mails 
home so the children can keep up on their language.
I. Lydia discussed the” Novus Art Walk” that is taking place in St. Charles. The students will sing 
and dance at this event. Friday May 3rd.
Holly, Eve and Olivia
A. Holly discussed what her class is doing at the current time
B. Big addition and subtraction
C. Science, plants/motion/gravity.
D Eve and Olivia were both doing the same units. Environment, pollution studies, math, time 
and length and money.
Heather True, Movie Night May 10th
A. It probably will be a PG Movie.
B. She will take suggestions for a movie.
C. Also, there will be a book exchange, please bring a book.
D. Will take donations to help pay for the event.
E. Also, if you want to help the day of, contact her, they will be make hotdogs at her house if any-
one wants to help.
F. Spare change containers will be going in the three Chinese Classrooms to help pay for the 
movie.
Amy-Staff Appreciation Day
A. Was a big success.
B. Have $60.00 left over for the next one
C. Will take suggestions about next event.
D. One idea was a teacher/parent mixer and a local restaurant/bar.
Debbie Moore
A. She discussed Families with Children from China Culture Day
B. The event is June 1st 8:30-3:00pm.
Ken Hurd
A. Discussed signing up for a target Debit Card and that 1% can go back to the school with your 
purchases.
B. Also discussed an article in the paper about how being able to speak Chinese can greatly pad 
your resume. 
End of meeting

April TCS SAC Minutes
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TCS SLLIS Events 2012-2013  
 

(Revised) 
 
 
     
April 2013 
 
4– TCS SAC Meeting at TFS, 5:30-7:30pm 
11 – SLLIS Wide SAC Meeting, 6-7pm 
18- Family Chinese Class, 6-7:30pm 
      - Charter Renewal Committee Meeting, 6-8pm  
24 – SLLIS Board Meeting, 6pm 
26 – Conferences, No School, Club SLLIS Available  
27- New Family Bowling, 2-4pm at Moolah Lane  
 
May 2013 
2 – Family Chinese Class, 6-7pm 
3- Novus Walk, 5:30pm-8: 30pm at St. Charles 
9- TCS SAC meeting at 6-7:30pm 
10 – TCS Family Fun movie night at 6:00pm 
16 – Family Chinese lesson, 6-7pm 
         Charter renewal committee meeting 6-8pm 
18-19- Chinese Culture Festivals at Botanic Garden 
23 – SLLIS Town Hall Meeting  
24- Staff Appreciation (TBD) 
27- No School for Memorial Day 
28 – School Closed, Club SLLIS Available 
29 – SLLIS Board Meeting, 6pm 
30- SLLIS Night of Celebration, 5:30-9:30pm 
 
 
June 2013 
1- St. Louis Families with Children from China Culture   
Day, 8:30am-3:00pm 
7- End of the Year celebration, 1-3pm 
8 – New Family Orientation & KG Readiness       
Assessment 
14 – Last day of the school 
 22 – New Family Picnic Day 
         Forest Park, 10-12pm 
 
July 20- New Family Play Day 
                Tower Glove Park, 9:30-11:30am 

 
 


