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From the Head of School
My most important back-to-school 
supply doesn't fit in a backpack, and it 
can't be ordered online. It's as essential 
as a pencil, but unlike a pencil, no 
technology can replace it. In a sense, like 
a fresh box of  crayons, it can come in 

many colors. 
Better than the 
latest gadget, 
it's possible to 
equip every 
student with it, 
and even 
better, when we 
do, it can 

transform our 
world.
It's empathy.

Empathy starts with putting yourself  in 
someone else's shoes -- a key step in 
understanding perspectives that differ 
from your own. This isn't just a nice 
thing to do; it's an essential, active skill. 
It's foundational to embracing 
differences, building relationships, 
gaining a global perspective, conducting 
richer and deeper analysis, and 
communicating more effectively. Like a 
muscle, empathy gets stronger and 
stronger with practice and can be 

developed by any grade school child. 
This is the muscle that allows TFS 
students to stand up for something, not 
just stand by.

Scientific research is starting to show 
that there is a very strong relationship 
between social-emotional learning and 
cognitive development and 
performance. Children as young as 18 
months exhibit compassion, empathy, 
altruism, so these characteristics are part 
of  who we are. But, at the same time, 
these skills have to be cultivated, because 
the environment can inhibit their 
development. In other words, empathy, 
like a physical muscle, is present -- but to 
manifest itself, it must be exercised.

We are working very hard at TFS to 
maintain an environment that fosters the 
development of  Empathy in our 
students.  

Have a great week 
- Conrad

PYP Information:

This year we are pleased to welcome a 
new coordinator for our Primary Years 
Programme.  Jason Davis will be 
working with all three SLLIS schools as 
we learn more and more about Inquiry 
and Internationalism.
Hailing from the Six Flags town of  
Gurnee, IL, Jason joins us this year as 
the PYP Coordinator. He has earned a 
BA in Rhetoric and Discourse, teaching 
certification for English 6-12, and a 
Masters of  Education in Community 
Development. Jason has taught and 
coordinated educational programs at 
public, private, and international IB 
schools in the U.S., New Zealand, South 
Korea, Hong Kong, and Venezuela. He 
is excited to be in St. Louis, and is 
ecstatic to be sharing his love for inquiry 
based education, international 
mindedness, and language immersion 
with the SLLIS community.

Reading time in First 
Grade
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“All children are artists. 
The problem is how to 
remain an artist once he 
grows up.”

Front Desk Changes
Eric Sears, who was our faithful front desk assistant for the past 12 months, has 
moved on to a graduate program in History at SLU. We will miss him dearly and 
wish him well on his future endeavors. 
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Parent Connections
CLUB SLLIS
Hello Everyone,
I hope you had a great first week! For those of  you that are new to 
SLLIS, my name is Lisa Berman and I am the Club SLLIS 
Coordinator.  Club SLLIS is a full day child care program that we 
offer parents and staff  on days when there is no school, such as 
Professional Development days or single day holidays like the 
upcoming Veteran's Day. We do not offer full weeks of  vacation care 
for longer breaks like Winter Break or March Break, but may offer a 
day or two before or after those begin or end. On a Club SLLIS day, 
the program begins at 7:45 and ends at 6:00. The fee is $30 from 
7:45-3:45 and then an additional $10 for extended care until 6:00. 
The staff  rate is $10 from 7:45-5:00 and then an additional 
$5 until 6:00. All families including staff  must pre-register and pre-
pay for programming.

 ******HERE'S THE REALLY IMPORTANT PART (SINCE I 
KNOW YOU'RE ALL BUSY:)
Forms will be delivered to your rooms today to go home in the kids' 
backpacks some time this week for the first Club SLLIS day on 
September 16. Families who are interested in care will return the 
form in an envelope (hopefully) with payment. I have a mailbox in 
each school. Please put the envelopes in the Club SLLIS mailbox in 
your building. Any returning staff  member should be able to tell you 
where it is. Generally, forms go home 1 month before the program and 
are due back 2 weeks before the program. Staff  forms are placed 
by the staff mailboxes and there is one attached to this 
email. Do not give a staff  form to a family.
 Let me know if  you have any questions about Club SLLIS. All the 
important information about the program is on the form itself. All the 
information will also be on the school's blog this week, too, including a 
copy of  the form for families.
 Have a great week,
Lisa

Girls on the Run
TFS has signed up to be an official Girls On The Run Team for next 
school year. All girls in grades 3-5 are eligible for this exciting extra-
curricular program that culminates in a downtown 5K race, with over 
3,000 other elementary school students!  please note note practice 
times will be 3:30-5:00 Tuesday (girls must provide their own 
transportation) and 2:00-3:30 Fridays; practice begins on September 
10. Questions please contact Christina Morrow: 
morrow_christina@hotmail.com

Classroom Support Team News
The TFS Classroom Support Team will meet Wednesday 
August 28 at 6pm. Please join us if  you are serving as a Room 
Captain, or if  you are interested in planning for this years classroom 
celebrations and staff  appreciation events. 
Thank you to the following 4th & 5th grade parents for 
providing lunch to TFS staff  during their Back-to-School Institute on 
8/2/13: Christina Morrow, Yinara Emanuel, Diana Mestres, Julie 
Reimer, Rachel Bowell, Lisa Quinn Heaney, Raquita 
Henderson, Morgan Cameron, and Jael Lippert. 
ATTENTION 3rd Grade Parents! It's our turn to show the staff  
some appreciation! We will provide the TFS Staff  
Appreciation Breakfast on Wednesday August 28th. Please 
pitch and help feed the 50 or so staff  members that teach our children 
everyday!  Please click the sign-up link below to register what you will 
bring. http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0544ABA92AA13-
tfsstaff
Please leave all items in the staff  lounge either the day before, or the 
morning of Wed 8/28.  If  you have questions, email Julie Reimer 
at juliereimerslp@gmail.com directly, who is coordinating the Staff  
Appreciation Meals for the Classroom Support Team this year.

SAC News & Notes
TFS will host it’s first official SAC meeting on Tuesday, Sept 10 @ 
6pm.  All future meetings will be held monthly, on the 2nd Tuesday at 
6pm in the admin suite. Below is the yearly calendar of  meetings. 
Childcare is currently not available for these meetings, but we are 
working to secure childcare and will keep families updated on the 
progress.  We will be hosting parent election in September. Details 
regarding the election process will be available in next weeks 
newsletter. 
Hope to see you there!

September 10
October 8
November 12
December 10

Grief Counseling Services
Has your family experienced a loss in the past few years?
Within the next few months, The French School will again partner 
with Kids’ Clubhouse, an organization that supports grieving children 
and 
families, to offer a free support group for children who are dealing 
with grief  surrounding the death of  a loved one. If  you are 
interested, please contact Emilie at emilie@sllis.org or 314.533.0975 

TFS Events School Culture & Community

Our teachers work hard 
each day to create the 
right learning 
atmosphere for our 
students.

Important Dates To RememberImportant Dates To Remember
02/07 SLLIS Parent Night Out: Schlafly Bottleworks 7:30pm 02/15 No School Parent Teacher Conferences

02/10 Chinese New Year Celebration Papin 4:15 02/18 No School Presidents Day

02/12 TFS SAC Meeting 6:00pm 02/20 Love and Logic Parent Class Begins 6:00pm

02/14 No School Professional Development 02/19-02/23  Open House 9:30-11:00

Important Dates To RememberImportant Dates To Remember
08/28 Teacher Appreciation Breakfast (3rd Grade Parents) 09/16 NO SCHOOL - Professional Development

09/02 Labor Day - NO SCHOOL 09/18 Coffee with Conrad 9:00am

09/10 TFS SAC Meeting 6:00pm 09/19 TFS Back to School Night

09/10 Girls on the Run Begins 09/25 Teacher Appreciation Lunch
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