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From the Head of School
It is hard to believe that this is the fifth 
newsletter of  the year!  In order to 
promote student-led inquiry throughout 
the year,  we must build a solid 
foundation during the first weeks of  
school.  This time is used to spell out 
expectations, articulate rules, and 
establish predictable structures. The 
philosophy is that these foundations will 

help us move 
toward an 
orderly, 
collaborative, 
and 
stimulating 
learning 
environment.

In addition, these foundations help us 
handle the inevitable moments of  upset 
and disorder. The expectations, rules and 
structures established during the first 
weeks prepare us – teachers and students 
– to handle these situations constructively. 
They become opportunities for learning.

Improving the learning environment 
requires asking – and answering – a 
critical question: “What must our 
students know in order to be part of  a 
cooperative, student-centered,  inquiry, 

immersion  classroom community? “ In a 
word, students need to function with 
autonomy: to function independently 
without constant adult control or direct 
supervision. Autonomy in a school setting 
means governing oneself  with an 
awareness of  the needs of  the 
community. These needs vary – each 
year, each month, each week – according 
to classroom composition, student 
development, what our classroom space 
allows, and what materials we have to 
work with.

Even the best-behaved students do not 
come into the classroom in September 
with this autonomy. Each year, the details  
must be intentionally established during 
the first weeks, bit by specific bit, through 
definition and constant practice. Some 
students will acquire a high level of  
autonomy quickly; others will struggle 
and need support all year long.

The “ideal” classroom reflects freedoms, 
choices, and responsibilities which are the 
result of  students’ ability to govern 
themselves – to draw upon self-controls 
that will enable the whole group to 
function smoothly.

Parents, you can help your children by 
having ongoing dialogue with them about 
their school day. As the first weeks of  
school go by, ask your children about 
their “Hopes and Dreams” for the year, 
student generated classroom rules, 
Morning Meeting, transitioning, guided 
discoveries, whole group activities.  All 
these topics are discussed and modeled 
during the first weeks of  school. In 
addition, you can ask them general 
questions about what they like/dislike 
and how certain activities or times of  day 
make them feel.

Next week parents are invited to Back to 
School Night. This will provide you an 
opportunity to learn more about the 
learning environment in our classrooms.  
Just like our students, our adults will be 
able to deepen their understanding of  the 
structures, routines, and expectations of  
the classrooms. This will enable us all to 
support our children as they become 
autonomous inquirers well into the school 
year!

Have a great week,
-Conrad

Reading time in First 
Grade
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 I like a teacher who gives 
you something to take home 
to think about besides 
homework.  

~Lily Tomlin as "Edith Ann"
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Parent Connections

SAC Elections
TFS will be extending the opportunity to run for SAC another week. 
We will electing two new parent members to our School Advisory 
Council for the school year 2013-2014. If  you are interested in 
running for this position please send a short 3-4 sentence bio with head 
shot to conrad@sllis.org. Bios will be published in next week, and 
elections will be held on Back to School Night, Thursday, September 
19.

Title 1 KickOff Meeting
Join us  on September 17, from 6pm to 7pm to learn about our Title 
program and how it helps to support our students. This event will give 
you a chance to meet all of  our title teachers as well as learn more 
about the Sylvan after-school book program. There will be wonderful 
growth & achievement data from SY 2012-2013 to share and methods 
in which we plan to enhance the program to support even further 
growth.

Coffee With Conrad 
Join Head of  School, Conrad, for monthly informal discussions about 
the TFS school community.  This is a wonderful opportunity to meet 
and talk with other TFS  parents, and connect with the TFS 
community. Coffee with Conrad begins on Wednesday, September 18 at 
9am and will meet on the 3rd Wednesday of  each month throughout 
the school year.

Back to School Night 
Back to school night takes place on Thursday, September 19th @ 7:00pm 
and is an adult-only event that gives parents the opportunity to learn 
about the daily expectations, curriculum, and routines of  their 
student’s classroom. All parents are encouraged to attend.  We will 
meet in the auditorium for a short presentation, then parents will  
dismissed to the student classrooms where they will be able to hear 
more detailed information from the classroom teacher.  This is not a 
time to discuss individual student progress, but a chance to learn about 
the daily life of  your TFS student. It is also a great opportunity to get 
to know the other parents in your child's class.  

TFS Staff Appreciation Lunch
 The next TFS Staff  Appreciation meal will be a luncheon on 
Wednesday, September 25th. Second grade families – it is your turn. 
Please sign up following the link: 
www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0544ABA92AA13-tfsstaff1
If  you have any questions please contact Julie Reimer at 
juliereimerslp@gmail.com.

Donors Choose
Check out Mme. Liz’s project on donors choose, to help TFS secure 4 
more tablets for our school. She has just over $200.00 left in donations 
before the project is funded!  
http://www.donorschoose.org/project/tablets-for-21st-century-
learners/1049910/

Sylvan BookClub & Tutoring
We are committed to your child’s academic and social growth in The 
French School.  Our long-term goals are that our students graduate 
from SLLIS bilingual, biliterate, proficient in a third language, earn a 
Missouri state diploma and an International Baccalaureate diploma.  
In order to achieve those goals, we support students’ academic needs in 
both languages.  One of  our strategies to promote and maintain 
significant student achievement growth in English involves 
implementing research-based programming for SLLIS’ Book Club.  
This year SLLIS is pleased to announce that we are contracting with 
Sylvan Learning Centers for all Book Club programming.  Our Book 
Club programming is funded by Federal Title I Funds to support 
increased academic achievement for all students.  From October to 
May, students selected for Book Club will attend a three-day per week 
small group tutoring session with Sylvan instructors.  If  you have not 
received an invitation then there is not yet space available.  If  your 
family is interested in a participating in a fee-based Sylvan AceIt! 
Tutoring program on our campus afterschool, please contact Assistant 
Head Mme. Louise, louise@sllis.org for more information.

Important Reminders
Please remember that school begins promptly at 9:00 each morning.  
Students who eat the school breakfast should arrive by 8:45 so that 
they may have time to eat before instruction begins.  Our school doors 
open at 8:15 to accommodate family schedules.  Students will not be 
allowed to enter school before 8:15 unless they are enrolled in the 
before school MOSAIC program.  School ends at 3:30 and all children 
must be picked up by 3:50 so that our teachers are able to collaborate.

TFS Events School Culture & Community

Our teachers work hard 
each day to create the 
right learning 
atmosphere for our 
students.

Important Dates To RememberImportant Dates To Remember

02/07 SLLIS Parent Night Out: Schlafly Bottleworks 7:30pm 02/15 No School Parent Teacher Conferences

02/10 Chinese New Year Celebration Papin 4:15 02/18 No School Presidents Day

02/12 TFS SAC Meeting 6:00pm 02/20 Love and Logic Parent Class Begins 6:00pm

02/14 No School Professional Development 02/19-02/23  Open House 9:30-11:00

Important Dates To RememberImportant Dates To Remember

09/10 TFS SAC Meeting 6:00pm (English Classroom) 09/19 TFS Back to School Night 7pm

09/16 NO SCHOOL - Professional Development 09/23-09/27 TFS Open House by Grade Level

09/17 Title Kick-Off  Meeting 6pm 09/24 Student Council Elections

09/18 Coffee with Conrad 9:00am 09/25 Teacher Appreciation Lunch

mailto:conrad@sllis.org
mailto:conrad@sllis.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0544ABA92AA13-tfsstaff1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0544ABA92AA13-tfsstaff1
mailto:juliereimerslp@gmail.com
mailto:juliereimerslp@gmail.com
http://www.donorschoose.org/project/tablets-for-21st-century-learners/1049910/
http://www.donorschoose.org/project/tablets-for-21st-century-learners/1049910/
http://www.donorschoose.org/project/tablets-for-21st-century-learners/1049910/
http://www.donorschoose.org/project/tablets-for-21st-century-learners/1049910/
mailto:louise@sllis.org
mailto:louise@sllis.org

