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From the Head of School
Upon learning the French School was 
moving to our current location I made it a 
goal to capitalize on the close proximity of 
St. Louis resources, and in our third year 
of  TFS, staff  and parents helped the 

school 
survey the 
area to 
identify 
and locate 

destinations 
that support our Programme of  Inquiry.  

Our teachers took on this goal by taking 
swift advantage of  these resources.  As a 
team we have established relationships 
with numerous downtown venues who 
welcome our students with smiles and 
valiant attempts at French.  

Many of  you know that I taught fourth 
grade in Paris several years ago.  It was 
during this time that I saw first-hand the 
benefits of  using community resources 
around the school to make learning 
meaningful, exciting and real.  Yes, I was 

quite nervous when I took my 18 fourth 
graders on the Paris Metro for the first 
time.  When my class climbed out of  the 
underground to the hustle of  the city, I 
knew that we were in for a real learning 
experience. 

 I am proud that our students are getting 
the same type of  opportunity here in St. 
Louis.  Our upper grade students 
frequently walk to the main library where 
they get to choose books from an 
expanding French collection as well as 
from their amazing children’s section.  
Despite the government shutdown, and 
the resulting closure of  the Old 
Courthouse, last week our third graders 
walked to the Municipal court building 
where they visited a real courtroom and 
spoke with real lawyers. 

Our teachers have embraced the 
opportunity our wonderful geographical 
location presents. As a result, our students  
gain the real-world experience that helps 
to truly make them citizens of  the world.

TFS  is making a name for itself  in our 
community. We are recognized as the 
well-behaved, well-dressed, and well-lead 
students who learn each day in French 
and never miss an opportunity to get out 
and connect our learning with our city.

Have a great week 
-Conrad

Grade 3 taking the 
oath.

TFSWEEKLY
O

ct
ob

er
 8

, 2
01

3

What we learn to do, 
we learn by doing.

Thomas Jefferson 
Classroom Spotlight
Last week was an exciting week in Grade 3! The third 
grade had planned to visit the Old Courthouse to study 
some historic court cases and perform a trial play called 
"The Bubble Gum Trial," in which a teacher takes a 
student to court for chewing gum in class. The t
third graders were very disappointed to find out that the 
Old Courthouse wasn't open last week due to the 
government shutdown. Thanks to help from several 
parents, the show went on! Judge Heagney, the presiding 
judge in Division I, was kind enough to allow the third 
graders to use his courtroom in the Civil Courts for the 
play. The students were on their absolute best behavior, 
and they not only impressed their teachers and parent 
chaperones, but the judge as well.  He was so pleased 
with the third graders that he has invited them back to 
witness a real trial.  Our students represented our school 
with pride, and we look forward to all of  our future field 
trips after such a delightful experience!



2

Parent Connections
SAC Agenda: Tuesday, October 8, 6:00pm
Welcome  6:00
A word from Conrad
New Business 6:10
SAC Meeting Functionality
Minutes
Time Keeper
Diversity Project
Description of  the project
Goals
Community Involvement
Literacy Group Resurgence
The Literacy Group has not be formalized.
How do we get the group going to support our Literacy Goals
Can other groups support the development and functioning of  this 
group?
Snack
Events Calendar  6:40
Review this month’s upcoming events
Parent Group Reports 6:50
Comments, Questions, Concerns 7:15

Cardinal Spirit Day: Wednesday, October 9
Students are encouraged to wear their best Cardinal Gear and Colors 
on Wednesday, October 9th to support a game 5 NLDS playoff  win 
here at Busch. Go Cardinals!

Box Tops
October 22nd is collection day for all Box Tops. Each classroom has 
a collection folder/container for box tops. Each box top turned in is a 
$.10 donation to SLLIS – and trust us, it really does add up. Last year 
alone, the Box Tops 4 Education Program gave over $50 million 
dollars to national schools. So stay on the lookout for Box Tops 4 
Education logos when you go out shopping. Help support  The French 
School! questions or to assist in the counting/submitting process 

contact parent volunteer: Suzy Hallerman, suzyha18@yahoo.com

Celebrating Family Volunteers
In our Monday morning gathering this week we thanked the Campbell 
Family for taking the time each morning to clean up around the 
outside of  our school. They arrive each morning around 7:30 and get 
to work making our school safe and free of  debris.

Welcome New TFS Staff!
Please join me in a warm welcome to the newest official member of  
the SLLIS team!  Mrs. Prianna Eanes, or should I say Madame 
Prianna, has joined our team in the role of  Receptionist for the TFS. 
Madame Prianna came to SLLIS through a temping agency in August 
to fill the vacant position while we began our search for the next 
permanent team member. During her time with SLLIS, she grew to 
love our mission and vision and could really see herself  as one of  the 
team working to make our schools successful. Well, needless to say we 
agreed with her. Madame Prianna comes to us with great expertise 
and experience in the areas of  customer service, administrative, and 
office support. Both her depth and breadth of  training and skills made 
her an exceptional candidate and it has been her warm and welcoming  
personality that has made her such a great fit. Madame Prianna 
currently commutes to us from the other side of  the river where she 
began her studies at Southwestern Illinois College in Elementary 
Education. She is currently enrolled at Harris Stowe University, here in 
St. Louis, where she continues her educational progress now in 
Secondary Education. Just as she has been doing for many weeks now, 
Madame Prianna will be operating from the lobby desk at TFS where 
she will manage visitor relations, field incoming phone calls, and 
monitor the overall safety and security of  the building.

Grandparents Day 
The French School would like to invite grandparents and grand-
friends alike to help us celebrate Grandparent's Day on Friday, 
October 25. On this day, from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m., grandparents and 
grand-friends are welcome to come into school and visit the classroom 
of  their grandchildren to get a glimpse of  what students are learning 
about. The French School wants grandparents and grand-friends to 
know just how important they are to the academic growth of  our 
students. There will be limited space in the lot off  of  Pine Street, so 
change will be available at the front desk to feed the meters where 
guests are parking. Guests should arrive at 9:00 a.m. for light 
refreshments in the auditorium, followed by a quick question-and-
answer session hosted by Monsieur Conrad and Madame Louise. At 
9:30, guests will be guided up to the classroom of  their grandchild to 
spend an hour observing or participating. We are asking parents to 
RSVP for grandparents or grand-friends who are planning to attend so 
that teachers can get a direct and accurate count of  intended guests.

Literacy Night Date Change
The date of  literacy night has been changed to coincide with the 
opening of  the TFS book fair and kick off  of  our Read, Right & Run 
Marathon Program. Please note the new date and JOIN US on 
Thursday, October 24th at 6pm for an evening of  poetry, 
storytelling, mad-libs, campfire flashlight tales and more. Families 
Welcome. 

TFS Events School Culture & Community

A few picture from Girls 
on the Run.

Important Dates To RememberImportant Dates To Remember

02/07 SLLIS Parent Night Out: Schlafly Bottleworks 7:30pm 02/15 No School Parent Teacher Conferences

02/10 Chinese New Year Celebration Papin 4:15 02/18 No School Presidents Day

02/12 TFS SAC Meeting 6:00pm 02/20 Love and Logic Parent Class Begins 6:00pm

02/14 No School Professional Development 02/19-02/23  Open House 9:30-11:00

Important Dates To RememberImportant Dates To Remember

10/08 TFS SAC Meeting 6:00pm 10/16 SLLIS Founding Family Dinner 6:00pm Pine

10/11 SLLIS Soiree and Silent Auction 6:30pm @ Hendri’s 10/17-10/18 NO SCHOOL, Professional Development

10/15 First Quarter Ends 10/24 TFS Literacy Night 6pm.

10/16 Coffee With Conrad 9am 10/25 TFS Grandparents Day 9:00am-10:30am
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