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August 17th, 2013: SLLIS students celebrate the new school year at 
the first Back-to-School Block Party

      It was great to catch up with everyone after a busy summer
and we are thrilled to be back for our third year at SLLIS! Recently, 
someone asked my daughter Olivia where she went to school and she 
was so proud to tell them all about �e Spanish School and learning in 
an immersion environment!"

2013 Back-to-School Block Party
If you happened to be in down-
town St. Louis on Saturday, August 
17, you may have caught an eye-full 
of SLLIS' first ever Back-to-School 
Block Party. 

SLLIS families from �e Spanish 
School, �e French School, and �e 
Chinese School came together on 
Soldiers' Memorial to celebrate the 
beginning of our 5th school year 
and the end of the first week of 
school. �e party, put on by a 
wonderful volunteer committee of 
SLLIS parents, gave attendees the 
opportunity to enjoy each others' 

company, lunch from a variety
of local food trucks, music, art 
projects, obstacle courses
and more. 

A big MERCI is owed to our event 
sponsors & partners who helped 
create such a lovely experience 
for our school community: �e 
Downtown St. Louis Community 
Improvement District, Park 
Pacific Apartments, Indigo
Massage & Wellness, Arctic Ice 
Company, Big River Running 
Company, Ice Cream Specialties, 
and Switch. 

- Maria B., TSS parent
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Letter from the President

Development Update: Join ATLAS Today!
We are thrilled to kickoff our 5th 
school year with the launch of 
ATLAS.

ATLAS is a monthly giving club of 
SLLIS supporters who believe in 
our curricular model and provide 
the sustained resources necessary 

to strengthen the foundation of 
our schools and enhance our 
student experience. It’s easy to 
sign up – just visit sllis.org/giving 
to set up your gift. For more 
information, please contact 
Rachel D’Souza-Siebert at 
rachel.dsouza-siebert@sllis.org.

Rhonda Broussard, President & Founder

It is a delight to witness the start 
of our fifth year. As Maman 
Rhonda, I have been able to 
watch my son settle into kinder-
garten and particularly appreciate 
seeing our school community 
grow through my children's 
experiences.

�is year really marks our unique 
opportunity to move our schools 
along from good to great. We are 
establishing stronger internal 
supports and structures, working 
on our communication strategies 

School for
�e Inter-
national
School, set
to open next
August.
Candidates
will have
previous
International
Education
leadership
experience and knowledge and 
expertise in the curriculum 
programs of the International 
Baccalaureate (IB). 

and making more concrete steps 
towards executing our strategic 
plan. 

Our students deserve great 
schools and our team is
committed to improving all areas 
of our work on their behalf.

As we work towards great, we 
continue to look ahead.
On behalf of SLLIS, Reach
Education Organization is 
conducting the global search to 
appoint the Founding Head of 

      “Our daughter is just beginning kindergarten and we are excited to join the St. Louis Language
Immersion School. For us, this means joining a community of individuals focused on building a stronger St. 
Louis. We realize that we have a responsibility to all students and we want to ensure the brightest future for 
our new school. We joined the ATLAS Monthly Giving Program so that we can help SLLIS reach their goals 
for a sustainable, global community of learning.” - Barbara K., TFS Parent

ATLAS
Uphold Our World

      Good is the enemy of great. And that is one of the key reasons
why we have so little that becomes great. We don't have great schools,
principally because we have good schools. We don't have great govern-
ment, principally because we have good government. Few people attain
great lives, in large part because it is just so easy to settle for a good life.” 

- Jim Collins, Good to Great: Why Some Companies Make the Leap...And Others Don't 
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Spotlight on: SLLIS Summer Camps

SLLIS named Member School of Schools �at Can

Our SLLIS summer campers had a 
blast mastering global languages, 
learning about cultures around 
the world, and exploring all over 
Saint Louis this summer! We 
started the summer off with a 
bang, “en français” where camp-
ers made their own picture 
frames,  play dough, ice cream 
and worked on growing our own 
vegetables. 

During camp Ni Hao we sampled 
Chinese cuisine (as well as lots of 
ice cream), practiced our origami 
skills and practiced our Chinese 
through a variety of read-aloud 
stories and fun cartoons.

�e next two weeks our campers 
explored Spanish and Latin 

American Culture with Profesora 
Veronica for Camp Olé. 

Our SLLIS campers ended their 
summer with a fun and friendly 
German Send off by Camp 
Fruende, put on by �e German 
School Association of Saint Louis. 

All in all, it was a fabulous and fun 
summer full of learning at Saint 
Louis Language Immersion 
Schools!

Camp Voilà learning
African dance with
Mesdames Christelle
and Pierrette

Camp Olé and
Camp Ni Hao
campers
exploring
Grant’s Farm

Schools �at Can (STC) is a 
national non-profit organization 
committed to growing seats of 
quality education for low-income 
students. STC schools are district, 
charter, independent, or faith-
based. STC assists their schools in 
sharing effective practices, facili-
tating partnerships, and providing 
peer recognition and support 
locally between schools and 

nationwide between cities for the 
purpose of sustaining and
growing high performing quality 

schools. Nationwide, there are 120 
schools across 15 cities in the 
Schools �at Can network.

www.schoolsthatcan.org/
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Anticipated Increases in Students' MAP Performance
Every spring, students in 3rd 
grade or higher take the Missouri 
Grade Level Assessment, com-
monly known as MAP. �is 
statewide assessment, offered 
only in English, is designed to 
measure if students in Missouri 
are meeting the "Show Me Stan-
dards" - a set of 40 knowledge 
standards & 33 performance 
standards.  

With the first class of SLLIS 
students entering 5th grade this 
year, we now have two years of 
test data for these students. In 
Communication Arts, SLLIS 
students increased in proficiency 
by 18.9% in �e Spanish School & 
30% in �e French School.  �is 
growth demonstrates the same 
pattern found in older, high 
performing language-immersion 

programs throughout the coun-
try. After an initial testing lag, 
students in language immersion 
programs begin performing on 
grade-level & eventually outper-
form their English-only speaking 
peers. 

SLLIS students currently in �e 
French School 5th grade also 
achieved 11% growth in overall 

District-wide, SLLIS students 
experienced double-digit growth 
in Communication Arts (English 
Language Arts) from the 2012 
MAP Examination. �is growth is 
a testament to the success of our 
language immersion programs 
and demonstrates the expected 
improvements over time in SLLIS 
schools.

In one year, the number of 
students testing tripled and 
students scoring advanced or 
proficient increased by more 
than 6 percent.
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3rd grade

4th grade

Total

TFS

16.7%

37.50%

23.10%

2012-2013 Growth

N/A

11.1%

-3.30%

TSS

27.10%

28.60%

27.50%

2012-2013 Growth

N/A

-11.40%

-12.50%

District

23.20%

32.40%

25.80%

2012-2013 Growth

N/A

-1.70%

-8.30%

Mathematics 5th Grade Cohort Growth
�ird grade students accounted 
for 72% of SLLIS students 
assessed in the 2013 MAP
Examination in Mathematics.  
Nearly 11% of third grade 
students assessed were in their 
first year at SLLIS during SY13
and nearly 57% entered 3rd grade 
performing below grade level.

�e growth achieved by this 
cohort on internal assessments is 
higher than our district average, 
with 60% achieving 1.1 years of 
growth or more from Fall 2012 to 
Spring 2013. Other notable 
growth occurred in �e French 
School 4th Grade, with double-
digit growth in proficient or 
advanced scores for this cohort.
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to identify curriculum updates 
and student needs for the current 
school year. Arlene, TSS Head of 
School, provided more detail 
about our MAP scores & how 
instruction will be altered to 
meet student needs at the 
September Board of Directors 
Meeting.

proficiency in Mathematics.
�is is absolutely cause for 
celebration. It is clear that SLLIS is 
on the road from good to great.

Our current 4th grade students 
performed at the same level as 
their older peers. Since SLLIS had 
a high sample of students at this 
grade level, our overall district 
numbers are roughly the same as 

last year. Nonetheless, we are 
thrilled to see grade cohort 
growth in double digits. At most 
urban public schools, cohort 
growth most typically presents as 
a 1% - 5% increase annually.

Our school instructional teams 
are deep in data review,
particularly around student 
performance in Mathematics,
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Le damos la bienvenida al nuevo personal!

Jason Davis,
PYP Coordinator

Hailing from
the town of
Gurnee, IL,
Jason joins SLLIS
as the PYP Coordinator. Jason has 
taught and coordinated educa-
tional programs at public, private, 
and international IB schools in the 
U.S., New Zealand, South Korea, 
Hong Kong, and Venezuela. He is 
ecstatic to be sharing his love for 
inquiry based education,
international mindedness, and 
language immersion with the 
SLLIS community. 

�e French School Interns:
Marjorie Barbe, France
Salihou Camara, Mali
Valentin Clair, France
Guillaume Delevanay, France 
Laurent Garcia, France
Marie Marck, France
Elodie Strub, France
Boris Van Nieuwkerke, France

�e Spanish School Interns:
Miguel A. Aguinaga, Spain
Ana Baciero, Spain
Camilo A. Castellanos, Colombia
Daisy Cruz, Colombia
Vanessa I. Diaz, Peru
Macarena Garcia, Spain
Angel G. Hernandez, Spain
Yecid A. Pirachican, Colombia
Javier Riscart, Spain
Cristina Sanchez, Spain

Nicole Joslin,
Registrar

Nicole is
a recent
graduate
from Saint
Louis University.
During her time at SLU, Nicole 
held many positions at SLLIS, 
including Communications
Intern, Book Club TA and
Mosaic TA. After graduating, she 
accepted the Registrar position at 
SLLIS. Nicole is passionate about 
our work at SLLIS and is a lover of 
language. She speaks English and 
Spanish and is learning German, 
with hopes of learning many more 
languages! 

Andrea Scott,
Teacher
Assistant,
�e Spanish
School

Andrea is a
Saint Louis native,
and graduated from 
Lindenwood University with a 
Bachelor's in Journalism and 
Spanish. She has traveled and 
studied in Central America, and 
Spanish is her second language. 

Chrissy Beck,
Executive
Administrative
Assistant

Chrissy Beck
joins SLLIS as the
Executive Administrative
Assistant to the President.
She is a former Spanish and 
Elementary Education teacher, 
and looks forward to serving
our SLLIS community. Chrissy is 
married and the proud mother
of three children.

Taryn
�ompson,
�ird Grade
Lead Teacher,
�e French School

Taryn �ompson
joins �e French School after 
three years teaching seventh 
grade. Taryn is inspired by the 
focus on internationally-minded, 
bilingual education at SLLIS. She is 
very excited to work with her 
third graders and to be putting 
her college degree in French to 
good use. Taryn recently received 
her Masters Degree in Secondary 
Education from University of 
Missouri-St. Louis.
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Calendar of EventsBoard of Directors

�e SLLIS Board of Directors meets the 
4th Wednesday of the month at 6pm.

Meetings are open to the public.

Board agendas and minutes can be found 
our website, blog and Facebook page.

Dr. Steven Sanchez, Chair

Michelle Gleason

Heather Boelens-Rucker

Vincent C. Schoemehl, Jr.

Edward O'Neal

Aliah Baker Holman

Jane Robert

Marti Cortez

Manny Silva

Facilities

Student Services

Transportation

State

Local

Federal

Food Services

Debt Interest

30% 61%

5%
3% 1%

Expenses

12% 19%

69%

Revenue

Finances for FY 2012*

* FY 2013 financials will be available January 2014

Save the Dates:

28

31

TFS Book Fair

TSS Book Fair

15

25 26 27

28

17 18

29 30

11October 3rd Annual SLLIS Soirée & Silent Auction

1st Quarter Ends

25 Grandparents’ Day: �e French School

29 Grandparents’ Day: �e Spanish School

30 Grandparents’ Day: �e Chinese School

Professional Development – NO SCHOOL

9

11

22

27

November Enrollment Open House

Veterans’ Day – NO SCHOOL

TFS Beaujolais Nouveau

�anksgiving Break begins

3December #GivingTuesday online blitz

23 Winter Break begins

21

24 25 26 27 28

February 2nd Annual I     SLLIS Trivia Night

Founders’ Week

12

26

April TSS Salsa Party

TFS Market Day

28 SLLIS Symposium

4March Enrollment Deadline for Fall 2014
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Enrollment Update
Continuing TFS and TSS students 
will continue their academic 
immersion language and have 
the option to add a third 
language elective course.  

Anne Carr
Enrollment Coordinator
314 .533 . 2001
anne@sllis.org

      To learn a language is to have one more
     window from which to look at the world.

- Chinese Proverb

October 1st marks the start of 
enrollment season for our three 
elementary programs. As of 
August, we already had 24 fami-
lies signed up for school tours. 
Word keeps spreading about our 
language immersion & inquiry 
elementary programs and families 
are excited to be a part of our 
growing community. �ank you 
to our current SLLIS families for 
all you do to promote our 
schools!

SLLIS is also pleased to announce 
the inaugural enrollment season 
for �e International School,
our secondary program which 
features the International
Baccalaureate's Middle Years' 
Programme. 40 spaces will be 
available for new 6th grade 
students interested in beginning 
their language immersion journey 
with SLLIS. New students to �e 
International School can choose 
between French or Spanish for 
their elective courses. 


