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Dear Parents,  
 
It is unbelievable that the first six weeks of school are already gone. September was 
filled with many new learning opportunities, where students got to know their 
classmates and their teachers.  During the first six week of school, our teachers and 
students worked on establishing class routines, toured the school building, and 
established expectations to ensure academic success for all students. We began our 
Friday Assemblies, where we reviewed our school-wide expectations, and our 
school’s pledge, “Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Successful, and Be Safe at The 
Spanish School”. Students learned, sang and enjoyed the Soy Abeja song, which is a 
song that describes what it means to be an Abeja, based on the learner profile 
vocabulary. Furthermore, we held our Open House. Teachers were looking forward to 
share with you the details of how children spend their day at school, the curriculum 
that is delivered, as well as providing you an opportunity to explore the classroom and 
instructional materials. 
 
In October, we are holding the Curriculum Night. The TSS Team urges parents to 
attend in order to gain a better understanding of what their child/ children will be 
learning, and what is expected at the school. Other activities this month include 
Parent-Teacher conferences, Grandparents day, Book Fair, and much more. 
 
You as parent play a crucial role in your child’s life by reinforcing what is expected at 
school. Please review the Code of Conduct with your child, and discuss school rules 
and procedures. 
 
The Spanish Teachers and I will be making a concerted effort to keep you informed 
throughout the school year about your child’s progress, and our school activities. 
Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher, or the school office if you have 
any questions or concerns. 

No School 
PD Days: 

Conferences 
No School: 
October 28 

Book Fair Opens 

 

Parent Classes 
October  26 
Spanish Classes for 
Parents begin 

 

I S S U E  I I  O C T O B E R  2 0 1 3  

October 17 

October 18 
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Upcoming News! 

Words from PYP 

Sed lectus 
 

Sed lectus 

Dear Parents, 
Last week we received our feedback from the PYP 
concerning the authorization visit. They were pleased 
with our work, and made some suggestions for 
improvement, which we are currently implementing. 
We are submitting final documentation for authorization 
this month and look forward to making a grand 
announcement this fall.  
Unit 1 is coming to a close for most classes, and there 
has been some great inquiry going on. Don't forget to 
ask your child's teacher how you can support them in 
the new unit. Keep an eye out for the new Programme 
of Inquiry on your MySLLIS account. 
 
Jason 
PYP Coordinator Title I News 

Dear Parents and Families: 
 
Reading is the most important skill you can teach a child. Of all the 
skills kids learn, it is the one you can influence the most. 
We invite you to visit our Scholastic Book Fair and experience a 
celebration of reading that provides families the opportunity to get 
involved in a universal mission: encouraging kids to read every day 
so they can lead better lives. 
 
Our Book Fair is part of a reading event that brings to school a 
wonderful selection of fun, engaging, and affordable books kids want 
to read. Giving kids access to good books and the opportunity to 
choose books will motivate them to read more. Like most acquired 
skills, the more kids practice reading, the better they’ll get. 
 
Reading is vital to every child’s success, and it’s the door opener to 
the 21st century for all children. Since there will never be a substitute 
for a parent’s direct involvement in his/her child’s education, please 
make plans to visit our Book Fair.  
 
Book Fair Dates:     October 28, 29 and 30 
Shopping Hours:     8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 
If you’re all booked up during Book Fair week be sure to visit the 
Book Fair online at www.scholastic.com/fair.  
 
We look forward to having you participate in our Fair, and remember, 
all purchases benefit our school. 
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  Grandparent’s Day & Parent Teachers Conference                                 

 
After Parent Teachers Conference  

Grandparent’s Day 
October 29, 2013 

Students are welcome to invite their grandparents or 
special friends on October 29, 2013. We would like to 
host to all grandparents (or substitute special friends if 
grandparents are not available) whether or not they are 
able to attend. Please note that we would like to 
accommodate all of our visitors, so we are asking you to 
please choose either grandparents OR special friends, 
not both. Grandparents and Special Friends Day is an 
exciting day at The Spanish School, and we hope your 
child's guests are able to join us!  

9:00 am-Arrival to your grandson/daughter's class 

9:10-9:20am-Special welcome from students in his/her -class 

9:20-9:50am- Craft activity with your grandson/daughter-class 

10-10:45- Abuelito- read a book for me at the Book Fair-gym 

10:50-Leaving time 

For complete details about these and other Grandparents and 
Special Friends Day, contact your grandson/daughter’s teacher. 

We will have our annual Book Fair during Grandparent’s 
Day. Do not forget to come and stop by at the Book Fair, 
which will take place in the gym. 
 

Parent Teachers Conference 

October 28, 2013 (Report cards will be provided in 
the conference) 

Purpose of Parent –Teacher Conferences 

•  An opportunity to meet your child’s teacher 

•  An important way to find out about your child’s 
academic performance 

•  An opportunity to establish a working relationship 
with the teacher as partners in your child’s education 

•  An opportunity to learn about classroom 
expectations, essential agreements and daily 
classroom activities 

•  An opportunity to find out about homework 

•  A way to send a message to your child that school 
is important  

 

• Discuss with your child what the teacher told you. 
• Emphasize positive comments, but cover negatives as well. 
• Discuss areas where improvement is needed.  
• Use the conference as a catalyst for positive change. 
• Make positive statements about teachers and the conference 

process. 
• Follow up with your child's teacher. 
• Create a study time, review homework and encourage reading.  
• Limit television time 
• Be active at the school. Go to parent meetings, help on activities, 

support school events.  
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NWEA Testing 

 

Inside the NWEA Test 
Early Literacy and Numeracy, which provide a quick reference for 
gaging student readiness for reading and mathematics instruction. 

• Skills Checklists, which provide teachers with a way to continually 
assess student's achievement relative to the skills of phonological 
awareness, phonics, number sense, and computation. 

• Survey with Goals in Reading and Mathematics, which 
produceimmediate overall scores, as well as scores within each goal 
area. 

Parent’s Night Out! 

 

All students will be tested on their English skills. 
Kindergarten will be tested in reading  

1st to -5th Grade will be tested in both math and reading.  

5th Grade also will be tested in Science. The test used 

will be NWEA ‐MAP for Primary Grades assessments, 
which combine diagnostic tests and survey assessments 
to give us insight into our K-5 students' knowledge of 
core math and reading.  

Parents come to relax and enjoy a few hours 
away from the kids! 
When: October 6, 2013 
Where:  Triple 1801 Park Ave, St Louis, MO   
@8-10pm 
Contact: Peter Manion 
apellas@sbcglobal.net 

Parent’s Winery Excursion! 
The TSS Staff is working on different fundraisers to 
support the 5th grade Puerto Rico Exhibit Trip. A day 
to the winery, while cruising in a party bus is a 
fundraiser that parents will really enjoy, and it will 
help the 5th graders! 
When: October 6, 2013 
 Where: PICKUP & DROP OFF AT RJ'S LOUNGE 
 Time: 11am- 7:30 pm 
Contact: Leslie @ 314.369.9210 
Final Payment: $55 September 30. 

Curriculum Night Oct 3 
The Spanish School is hosting a Curriculum Night on 
Wednesday, October 3 for all grade levels. This program 
will start at 5pm in the Multipurpose Room. Curriculum 
Night is a great time for parents to get a better 
understanding of what their child will be learning. 
5-5:15pm Register 
5:10- 5:15pm Welcome 
5:15- 5:40pm IB Curriculum& PYP 
5:40-6:00pm Positive Behavior 
6-6:40pm Specialist Teachers 
6:45-7:30pm Grade level Meeting 
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Dear Parents, 
 
It is such an important factor that parents get involved in their children's 
reading homework everyday. It helps in several ways like the connection with 
your child, and a better performance at school.  
 
We want to increase the population of students reading at home in our school. 
If you have not done it already, find a way to communicate with teachers, 
regarding your child's daily reading at home. Your child could read from any 
source. Help your child find books that he/she can understand. Here are some easy 
steps that you and your child can follow in order to choose books: 
 
1. Have your child choose a book. This is the first I in IPICK which means “I 
choose books to read”.  
2. Ask your child, “What is your purpose for choosing this book?” You may 
also want to ask, “is it for fun or is it for learning something new?”. This is the 
P in IPICK which means purpose.  
3. Ask your child, “Is this a book you are interested in?” This is the second I, 
which means interest.  
4. Have your child read a page of the book. After your child reads the page, 
ask your child, “Who  
did you read about and what did they do?”. This is the C in IPICK which 
stands for Comprehend.  
If it is a good fit book your child should be able to answer your question.  
5. Have your child read another page (or use the same page) and ask, “Did 
you know the words?”.  
This is the K in IPICK which stands for know the words. Your child should know 
all or almost all  
of the words in order for it to be a good fit book. 
 
When a whole class completes 90% or more of their reading at home, the class will 
have lunch with Directora Arlene. Students who read everyday at home will be 
going on a field trip at the end of the school. For more information ask your child's 
teacher. 
 
 Giovana Aldave 
Reading Coordinator 
The Spanish School 

Extra! Extra! Read all about it! 

Thank you Donors Choose! 
Profesora Rebecca’s Donors Choose Project was funded 
last month, and now the fifth grade classroom have 
Scientific Calculators. Thank you all for your donations. 
Profesor Jose Manuel’s Donors Choose Project still needs 
funding to develop a reading center in his classroom. 
 



 

 

  

Funding Factory Recycling Fundraiser 

Address Line 1 
Address Line 2 
Address Line 3 
Address Line 4 

FALL 2016 

Uncle Bens’ Rice Contest  
1. You and child should create a meal with Uncle Ben’s Rice (brown or 

white rice, it does not matter) 
2.  Film you and your child/children preparing the dinner.  
3. Upload your video to the website. (3 minutes or less) 
4.  The school with the most entries will also win a Cafeteria Makeover, 

even if your video is not selected! 
5.  Please share this information with your family and friends. 
6.  You can make your video in English or Spanish…Be very creative 

and have Fun! 
7.  Please let me know once you have submitted your video, I will use it 

to inspire other parents to participate, and to get the students excited 
about doing this contest. 

I will provide this information in the School’s blog, and in the newsletter. 
The deadline for the contest is October 6, 2013.  
. https://www.bensbeginnerscontest.com/brand/about 
 

 

Objective: Recycle technical gadget to get more Technology in our school. 
List of items that we need: 

1. Cellphones,	   cameras,	   ink	   cartridges,	   laser	   ink	   cartridges,	   Ipads,	   laptops,	  
small	   electronics.	   (I	   spoke	   the	   representatives	  yesterday,	   and	   they	   told	  me	  
that	  they	  only	  want	  these	  items,	  for	  now)	  

2. 	  Each	   classroom	   has	   a	   box	   that	   they	   must	   fill	   with	   technical	   gadgets.	   The	  
classroom	   with	   the	   most	   technical	   gadgets	   each	   month,	   we	   win	   a	   special	  
surprise.	  

3. Also,	  we	  have	  boxes	  for	  parents	  who	  want	  to	  bring	  extra	  gadgets.	  

Our Little Authors- Fifth Grader’s Book 
The Fifth Graders are working on developing their very own published 
novel. Please support this project, and help them to use their creativity. 
Their classroom book will be published in late November. Students will 
write about their experience at the Spanish School. This book is a great 
opportunity for the students, and they will use this book to treasure 
their memories. Permission slips will be sent home for your child’s 
work to be published. Also, order forms to purchase the book will be 
sent home. 
 
Thank you for your support 
 TSS Staff 
 

Fundraisers& Great Projects for our School 


