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Dear families, 
 
On behalf of the entire The Spanish School staff, we want to wish you 
Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year.   Winter break will begin 
on December 23.   We look forward to seeing everyone back on January 6, 
2014. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Arlene Galve Salgado 
TSS Head of School 
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No School 
 Winter Break: 

 December 23-January 3 

Upcoming Events 
Vision and hearing screening: 
December 11,12,13  
Posada 
December 13 
PYP Taskforce Meeting 
December 17 

 
Winter Uniform Reminder! 
Winter season is coming and we would like to remind you of the 
accepted winter wear for school: 

§ Turtlenecks alone or long-sleeve polo shirts for PE days only. 
§ Turtlenecks under long-sleeve button-up shirts on non-PE days. 
§ Solid navy blue sweater allowed over shirts (cardigan, V-neck, 

crew neck, vest) with tie. 
§ Leggings and yoga pants are allowed always under a skirt or 

dress, but not as stand-alone pants. 
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Sed lectus 
 

                                    Title 1 News 
 

 
 

 
 

Title 1 Reading  
 
 
Dear Families, 
 
Your child can earn a ticket to Six Flags by reading 360 
minutes or six hours. Your child's teacher will be 
sending a letter to parents along with a reading log. 
Tickets will be given at the end of the school year.  
 
I would like to take a moment to thank all the parents 
and grandparents that purchased books at the book fair 
this past October. Also, we want to thank our parent 
volunteer Tracy Sanchez and her daughter Anna 
Sanchez for their support. We sold a total of $5,278.55 
at the Book Fair! Teachers will purchase books at the 
Scholastic warehouse sale with the profits we have 
made from the book fair.  We are looking for volunteers 
to be in charge of the next fair in April 2014. Please, 
contact Giovana at giovana@sllis.org if interested.  
 
Giovana Aldave 
Title 1 Reading Coordinator TSS 

 
 
 

The students in Profesor Jose Manuel's class are reading 
at home everyday. The whole class enjoyed lunch with 
Directora Arlene on November 21st. Congratulations K-
C on your great accomplishment! 
Classes that complete 90% of at home reading will be 
eating lunch with Directora Arlene once a month. Also, 
the students that read everyday at home throughout the 
school year will be going to a water park in May 2014. 
Make sure your child turns in their reading log to their 
teacher. Happy reading! 
 
Giovana Aldave 
Title 1 Reading Coordinator TSS 
 

 
 

 
                        

Math Day 
TSS students had a great time on Math Day! 
During the whole day, the students rotated through 
eleven different Math centers. At each center, they 
got to explore a variety of Math concepts in a fun 
and engaging way.  
The Math team got the support from parents that 
decided to volunteer at the event and run some of 
the centers. We would like to give special thanks to 
Lisa Dorner, Marc Rumack, Melissa Soifer, Rocío 
Hernández, Ángela Jones and Crystal Bailey for 
their collaboration. They played a big part in 
making this event a total success! 
 

 
 

TSS Students in action during Math Day! 
Congratulations K-C! 

The Title 1 Math 
Team that 
organized the 
centers for Math 
Day. Thank you 
for your great 
job! 
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PYP News and More! 
Words from PYP 

Dear Families,  
 
The December Learner Profile Characteristic is Open-
Minded. 
Questions you can share with your kids include: 

 

 

The next PYP Taskforce meeting is December 17 at 
5:30 in room 108 at the Papin Campus. All parents are 
invited to attend. 
 
Some of my favorite PYP-related sightings lately 
include: 
 

Students setting bugs free and following them 
during recess to see what they do. 
Students talking about heritage at home and 
sharing with the class. 
Students encouraging grandparents to eat 
healthy. 
Students asking about how they can impact the 
environment positively. 

 
Last, but not least, we will be welcoming Christopher 
Barker to the PYP Coordination team. You may know 
Chris as your child's PE teacher, or as the guy who 
greets your child in the morning as everyone pulls up to 
the school. He will be serving as the TSS PYP 
Coordinator and continuing some of his PE classes. 
We're very excited to have him in this new role. 
 
The ability to ask questions is the genesis – the “big 
bang” – where learning really starts. -Sherrelle 
Walker 
 
Best wishes to you and your family this Christmas 
holiday. 
 
Jason 
PYP Coordinator 

Need a Winter Coat? 
 
We have a collection of winter coats that have been 
donated; primarily children's coats in a range of 
sizes.  If your child is in need of coats or other 
winter clothing, please contact Emilie, School 
Social Worker, at 314.533.0975 ext. 2313 
or emilie@sllis.org.  Thank you! 
 

Donors Choose Success Story! 
Profesor José Manuel’s Donors Choose project 
was recently funded! His kindergarten class will 
now enjoy a read-along listening center and 
Spanish picture book CD. This will play a 
significant role in improving students’ literacy in 
Spanish. Thank you donors for making this 
possible!  
                        

     
 

Profesora Scheilla’s Donors Choose project still 
needs funding. Some of the learning resources 
Scheilla’s classroom needs are: 

§ Spanish Syllables and Letters Reading 
Rods. 

§ Alphabet Bingo in Spanish. 
§ Spanish Bananagrams. 
§ Sentence Building Game in Spanish. 

Please, support this teacher and help her get the 
resources she needs to keep making learning fun! 
Your generosity will be greatly appreciated! 
  

What new things have I recently 
tried? 
How do I appreciate those who 
are different from me? 
Who is the most open-minded 
person I know? 
How do I seek different points of 
view? 

1
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Last Month Happenings! 

5th Grade Fundraiser Carnival 
The Fundraiser carnival organized by the 5th grade class was 

a major success! The students had 
a great time playing different 
games, jumping on an inflatable 
castle, riding a train and eating 
delicious snacks. The total 
money raised during this event 

was $900 and it will help pay for 
the 5th grade trip to Puerto Rico next May. We would like to 
thank everybody who made this carnival possible. We owe 
this fundraising success to all the families who participated 
either by volunteering or spending time with their kids at the 
carnival. 

Grandparents Day Celebration 
Our students honored their grandparents on their day 
with songs, food, and crafts among others. The children 
had a wonderful time sharing their learning experience 
and special activities with them. The kids also had the 
chance to visit the Book Fair with their grandparents and 
enjoyed the books they bought for them. Thank you to all 
the grandparents for joining us during this celebration 
and for supporting the Book Fair! 

 

5th Grade Performance at STLCC Festival 
 

Our fifth grade class participated in the STLCC International 
Festival on November 20th. The students representing The 
Spanish School sang and danced to the tune of  “Danza Kuduro” 
by the Puerto Rican singer Don Omar. Their performance was 
exceptional and the audience did not hesitate to show their 
excitement. Congratulations 5th graders! 

PBS Camp Coming Soon! 
 

TSS staff is preparing the 2013 PBS camp, 
which will be held when we return from 
Thanksgiving break. The purpose of the 
camp is to maintain the safe, respectful and 
environmentally friendly atmosphere in our 
school. 
For two days, we will have the opportunity 
to remind the students of the strategies for 
desired behaviors in the different school 
settings (classrooms, buses, cafeteria, 
playground, bathrooms, etc.) in a festive 
atmosphere. We hope that the PBS camp is 
a huge success like in the previous years! 
 
PBS Team 
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Parent’s Night Out! 

                                                   

Fundraisers and Events 

Funding Factory 
We are getting closer to our Funding Factory fundraiser 
goal! We have raised $52 dollars so far thanks to your 
generous donations of unused or broken technological 
gadgets. We would like to encourage you to keep 
bringing items for recycling so that we can meet the $120 
goal soon. Remember that the money we raise will help 
us buy technology for our school. Thank you for all the 
support you have given us so far!! 

Posada Celebration 
The Posada celebration will take place on Friday, 
December 13. Each grade level will perform a song 
and they will have the chance to hit our traditional 
pinatas. Please, come join us for the performances 
and enjoy some tamales and churros! The schedule 
will run as follows: 
 

§ 12:30 p.m. Song Presentation by 
Kindergarten and 1st Grade. 

§ 2:00 p.m. Pinatas - Kindergarten. 
§ 2:25 p.m. Pinatas -First Grade. 
§ 5:00 p.m. Song Presentation by 2nd, 3rd, 4th 

and 5th Grades. 
§ 6:30 p.m. Pinatas - 2nd Grade 
§ 6: 45 p.m. Pinatas – 3rd Grade 
§ 7:00 p.m. Pinatas – 4th Grade 
§ 7:15 p.m. Pinatas – 5th Grade 

Winter Break Reading Tips 
We have a long winter break coming up! These    
reading tips might come in handy to help your kids 
keep up their reading habits. 
 

§ Have your child read to you every day 
during the Winter break 

§ Choose a quiet place, free from distractions, 
for your child to do his/her daily reading 
(usually in the evening). 

§ As your child reads, point out spelling and 
sound patterns such as cat, pat, and hat. 

§ When your child reads aloud to you and 
makes a mistake, point out the words he/she 
missed and help 
him/her to read the 
word correctly. 

§ After your child 
has stopped to 
correct a word 
he/she has read, 
have him/her go 
back and reread the 
entire sentence from the beginning to make 
sure he/she understands what the sentence is 
saying. 

§ Ask your child to tell you in his/her own 
words what happened in a story. 

§ To check your child's understanding of what 
he/she is reading, occasionally pause and 
ask your child questions about the characters 
and events in the story. 

§ Ask your child why he/she thinks a 
character acted in a certain way and ask your 
child to support his/her answer with 
information from the story. 

  

Spanish Classes for Parents 
The Spanish classes for parents came to an end on 
November 29th. For a whole month, parents from 
The Spanish School attended classes with 
Profesora Sara Seitz and studied different 
grammar topics as well as word problems in 
Spanish among others. Learning Spanish allows 
parents to be part of the their kids learning 
immersion experience as it gives them some tools 
to help their children with what they are learning 
at school. Thank you and congratulations to all 
the parents who attended the Spanish classes! We 
really value your commitment to your child’s 
education.  
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Chile is a country located in South America. It is situated South of 
Peru and West of Bolivia and Argentina.  The Pacific Ocean is on 
the West. One third of the country is covered by the beautiful 
Andes Mountains. The Atacama Desert, the driest place on Earth, 
is located in the north of the country. Tourism is a very important 
industry in Chile. The famous Easter Island, one of the most 
inhabited places on earth, is also located here and visited by 
thousands of tourist each year. Some other famous tourist places 
include Valparaíso, Reñaca and Viña del Mar, just to name a few. 
 

 

• Population: 16,136,000 
• Government: Democratic Republic 
• Current President: Sebastián Piñera 
• Currency: Chilean Peso 
• Language: Spanish 

Facts about Chile 

The Chilean Flag 

The Chilean President 

                                    TSS Chile Representative! 
Natalia Hirsch 

Kindergarten Teacher Assistant 

Natalia Hirsch joined SLLIS as a 
Kindergarten Teacher Assistant in 
2011. She comes from Santiago de 
Chile. Santiago is a fast growing city 
full of museums, theaters, restaurants, 
bars and beautiful parks. A 
remarkable characteristic of this city 
is that the Andes Mountains can be 
seen from anywhere in Santiago. 

 

Santiago de Chile City 

Moon Valley Valparaíso 

Chiloé Island 

                                    This Month’s Featured Country: Chile 


