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Save the Date! April 

MAP Test 
April 14- April 22 
PALS Test 
April 30-May 16 

Upcoming Events 

Taste of the World 
April 13, 2 PM-4 PM 
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April 26, 8 PM.-12 AM 
Book Fair 
April 23- April 25 

No School 
PT Conferences 
April 25 
 
PD Day 
April 28 
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Dear Parents/Guardians, 
  
Happy spring to everyone! It’s always good to have daylight last 
longer, to have the birds chirping and seeing the spring flowers 
bloom! These all are sure signs of spring. As soon as the days warm 
up, we can enjoy the outside activities. Please, remember that school 
should be your top priority. It is still important for your child to get a 
good night’s rest and come to school ready to learn. We still have 
important work to do in the remaining two and a half months of 
school. Our last day of school is Monday, June 13. 
  
I would be negligent if I did not remind you to have your children 
read every day at home. Practice, practice, and only practice makes 
everyone better at what they do. The same applies to reading. 
Besides, students increase their knowledge and love of reading by 
just doing it a lot. 
  
Thank you to the parents who send their kids to school wearing the 
uniform. Keep in mind that uniform colors are navy blue, light blue, 
white, gray and red. Remember that for the safety of your child, they 
can’t wear flip-flops. I want to remind you that when you send your  
child to school  without the uniform ,you are giving them permission 
to break the rules. Help us enforce character education at The 
Spanish School. 
  
Regards, 
  
Arlene Galve-Salgado 
Head of School 
 

Spring Testing 
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Taste of the World 
 
Taste of the World has been rescheduled for Sunday, 
April 13th from 2:00 P.M. until 4:00 P.M. in the TSS 
gym.  
Our interns and staff members are very excited to 
share their culture with you through food, dances and 
music.  The countries that will be presenting this year 
are: China, France, Colombia, Peru, Puerto Rico and 
the USA.  
 

 
Camp Read-a-Lot 

 
Our Camp Read-a-Lot was a great success on 
March 7th! We all were in the mood for camping 
after Profesora Jill read the book A Camping Spree 
with Mr. McGee by Chris Van Dusen. Our 70 
children read books in tents and enjoyed other 
camping activities such as fishing, eating s'mores, 
and making a dog puppet whose name was Dee, a 
faithful Mr. McGee companion. We treasure your 
reading pledges, which are posted in our bulletin 
board. Thank you for your book donation too! 
Those books will be shared with the English 
teachers. Keep having fun reading! Thanks for 
being part of our reading community.  
 
Giovana Aldave 
Reading Coordinator 
The Spanish School 

 
PALS Testing 

 
Our K-2 students will be taking the Phonological 
Awareness Literacy Screening (PALS) starting April 
30th. This is an individualized Spanish assessment, 
which will provide us with information about the 
gains your child has made in reading from the 
starting of this school year. Your child does not need 
to study for this test, but should continue to practice 
reading at home in his/her native language. 
 
Giovana Aldave 
Reading Coordinator 
The Spanish School 

Title 1 News and Upcoming Events 
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Salsa Party 

 
TSS Salsa Party is around the corner!! The 

event will take place on Saturday, April 26th from 
8:00 PM until 12:00 AM in the Spanish School 
Gym.  
 
Tickets are available for sale every Friday during 
dismissal at the school entrance by the playground. 
Remember that the cost of the tickets is $20 in 
advance and $25 if you buy them on the day of the 
event. The tickets include open beer bar and there 
will be tortas, tamales and margaritas for purchase. 
 
The event will include music by DJ Wild Horse 
and a live performance by Herman Semidey. 
Come with your families and friends to enjoy a fun 
salsa night while helping us raise funds to purchase 
tablets for our students! 

 
Box Tops for Education  

 
Some reminders about Box Tops: 
 

• Make sure to check the expiration date on 
your Box Tops. We cannot send them when 
they are expired. 
 

• If your child is clipping Box Tops, remind 
them to be careful because torn Box Tops 
are not accepted. 

 
• You can submit Box Tops in ziploc bags or 

on the Box Top sheets.  
 

During the last submission window, we collected 
4,000 Box Tops! Profesor José Manuel’s class, K-
C, collected a total of 618 Box Tops. His students 
celebrated with a movie and popcorn day. 
Congratulations K-C! 
    

                     
    

TSS Fundraisers 

Funding Factory Recycling 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Funding Factory Recycling 
Fundraiser will keep going until the 

end of the school year. 
We appreciate your donations of 
used electronics such as cell phones, 

MP3 players, digital cameras, GPS 
systems, laptops as well as inkjet and laser printer 
cartridges. 
If you wish to ship things yourself to benefit our 
school, contact Carolina Conrad at 
carolina.conrad@sllis.org. We can provide you 
with the prepaid shipping labels and give you the 
shipping instructions. 
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We would like to share with you some pieces of 

advice that you can take into account to help your 
child prepare for the MAP assessment. These are all 
tips that can be put into practice not only during the 
MAP testing window, but also throughout the entire 
year.  
 
Tip #1:  Read, Read, Read! 
Reading takes skill and practice.  One of the best and 
simplest steps to improve the reading ability for 
children is to provide sustained periods of time for 
children to read. 
Tip #2:  Help your child to read like a 
writer. 
Even in the early grades, children can 
begin to "get into the head" of the 
author.  Reading improves a child's writing, 
and writing improves a child's reading. 
Tip #3:  Read a variety of books and magazines. 
MAP English Language Arts test contains short 
stories, poems, dialogues, magazine articles, charts 
and tables.  Children need to be able to read a wide 
variety of texts ranging from road signs to restaurant 
menus, comic books to classics, and from tennis 
shoe ads to computer manuals. 
Tip #4:  Build your child's reading stamina. 
To build reading stamina, you may wish to 
encourage your child to increase gradually the 
amount of time she reads at one sitting.  Include 
short breaks, such as stretching or closing her eyes 
for a minute.  Set individual reading goals based 
upon doing the "best that she can." 
 

 

Tip #5:  Teach your child that visuals are part of 
the text. 
Students are often required to gather information from 
photos, captions, drawings, charts, and graphs.  You 
can help by teaching your child to look at all of these 
materials as part of the total text. 
Tip #6:  Help your child know how to use text-
based support in written responses. 
Most of the constructed-response items on the MAP 
assessments have two parts or require children to 
explain or show how they arrived at their 
answers.  Children will receive only partial credit for 

answers to questions that are not supported 
with specific details or that do not contain an 

explanation. 
Tip #7: Teach your child to preview the 

test before starting. 
Planning the test time will allow your child to 

pace himself while he is working and decrease stress. 
Tip #8:  Teach your child to identify all parts of a 
question. 
Teach your child to identify exactly what each 
question is asking.  Some questions have multiple 
parts, which are often combined into a single sentence 
with a single question mark at the end.  The child 
should underline each question word (who, what, 
when, where, why, how and any other word or phrase 
that indicates a question).  By doing so, she can see if 
a question has multiple parts.  Not answering all parts 
of a multi-part question is a common error. 
Adapted from the Practical Parenting Partnerships by 

Laura Schwab and the 2001 MAP Class 6 Team. 

How can I help my child to perform well on the 
MAP assessment? 

MAP Test Tips for Parents 
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SAC Meeting 
 

Notes from General meeting held on 02.27.14 
PARENT REPRESENTATIVE ELECTION WILL BE 
HELD AT THE NEXT MEETING 03.27.14 6PM 
 
These notes are from the general SAC meeting that 
was open to all parents, teachers and administration.  
The next general SAC meeting will be held on 
Thursday March 27th at 6pm.  All parents are 
encouraged to attend general meetings with any 
concerns, questions or kudos for school 
administration, teachers and volunteers.  This 
meeting focused on room parents and how the 
SAC/Administration and teachers can best support 
them and utilize them as a resource. 
 
SAC Elections: 
Allynson Ford volunteered to run as the SAC parent 
representative.  There will be an official election at 
the next meeting. 
 
Room Parents: 
The following comments were from room parents: 
 
What is it like being a room parent? 
 
Concerns: 

 
• It would be good for parents to have more 

communication from the administration to let 
them know that the school will need their help 
throughout the year and that their room parent 
will be contacting them. 

• It's difficult getting in touch with parents for 
some room parents 

• Some parents do not have access to email 
• More parent involvement is ideal but it is 

difficult to try and get ALL parents involved. 
• Room parents would like teachers to 

communicate with them if there is an issue in 
the household that makes it difficult or 
impossible for parents to participate 

• Some room parents don't really know what 
they're supposed to do, they feel like there is a 
lack of information at the beginning of the 
year.  We should standardize how we use the 
room teachers. 

• Room parents would like to know 
who other room parents are for 
mentoring/suggestions/coordination 
 

Suggested Solutions: 
 

• Reach parents without email access through 
notes or fliers sent home in backpacks, and/or 
use the “preferred method of communication” 
from the information the parent fills out at the 
beginning of the year. 

• Create a “How to be a room parent” fact sheet 
or handbook for parents and Provide more 
“How to best utilize a room parent” 
suggestions for teachers 

• The SAC could host a Room Parent 
orientation at the beginning of the school 
year. 

• Create a list of all room parents with contact 
info at the beginning of the school yea 

 
 
What can we do to encourage more parents to 
volunteer in the classroom and at other events? 
 
Concerns: 
 

• Increasing the percentage of participation 
would be helpful, even by two parents per 
class 

• Volunteers get burned out & we need more 
people in the wings ready to help 

• The same parents help at every event for some 
room parents  

 
Suggested Solutions: 
 

• It would be helpful if all Teachers could fill 
out and keep up with the Parent volunteer 
time report card 

• On a monthly basis it would be good to get an 
update/report on what events are going on that 
need volunteers and what specific tasks need 
to be done 

• It would be good to have the ability to update 
the parent volunteer report card on MySLLIS. 

February SAC Notes 
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• An online 
system for 

signing up for 
volunteer time, perhaps on 

MySLLIS? 
• Add a Volunteer corner in the monthly 

newsletter and the weekly class newsletters to 
recognize a good parent volunteer, "Volunteer 
of the week" and even just some reminders in 
the newsletter "Have you done your 30 hours?" 

• It was suggested that there be a small party to 
kick off the school year with room parents in 
attendance to meet parents and let them know 
about upcoming volunteer opportunities 

• A staff person who functions as the volunteer 
coordinator 

• Have the SAC serve as volunteer coordinators 
• SAC representatives can communicate with the 

room parents more 
 
Salsa Party 
 

• How can room parents support the 
Salsa party?   

• Room parents can explain the flier 
that was sent out in bags, it is a ticket pre-order 
form, it is not the actual ticket 

• Parents should be made aware you can also pay 
at the door 

 
      MAP testing  
 
 

• MAP testing was 
brought up by a parent 
at the meeting:   

• It's important to tell the kids that there is more to 
learning than just what is on the MAP test.  The 
teachers say they try to correlate MAP 
proficiencies with real world use of the skills.  
What can we do to improve their strengths? 

• The practice tests sent home are good according 
to some parents 

• Perhaps the teachers should not emphasize the 
MAP test quite so much 

• The teachers say that the testing is not the whole 
point and they try to communicate that 

 

• The teachers 
also need the students 
to be prepared for the test, it is 
very important because of the No Child 
Left behind legislation for funding 

• Test taking skills are important and need to 
be taught so they are prepared 

• Maybe preparing all year would make it a 
little more seamless rather than cramming 
in the 3rd quarter 

• The test is not the goal, educating the 
students is the goal 

• Teachers and the Administration wanted to 
reinforce the fact that parents need to work 
with their students at home to encourage 
reading in English to help boost scores. 

 
The Bathrooms                      
                                                 
Concerns: 

• A parent had a concern about the smell and 
stickiness of the floor in the bathrooms 

• The administration responded that Lowes 
came in and helped us renew the bathrooms 
by re-setting the toilets and working on the 
tile, but issues still persist.  
 

Suggested Solutions: 
• A parent suggested air fresheners and 

bleach would be helpful 
• Bathrooms are cleaned in the morning and 

afternoon, more cleaning might be needed 
• Parents pointed out that not all the 

bathrooms have a problem 
• Arlene will make Sylvia the Director of 

Operations aware of the issues. 
• The teachers will emphasize proper use of 

the bathrooms by students again. 
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                             Special Thanks 

Featured Country: Mexico 

Facts about Mexico 
 

• Capital City: Mexico City 
 

• Population: 118, 395, 054 
 

• Government: Federal 
Republic. 

 
• Current President: Enrique 

Peña Nieto 
 

• Currency: Mexican Peso 
 

Mexico is a country with high plateaus in the north, mountains on 
the east and west, and ocean front lowlands beyond. 
The country limits with the United States to the north; the Pacific 
Ocean to the south and west; Guatemala, Belize, and the 
Caribbean Sea to the southeast; and the Gulf of Mexico to the east.  
The highest peak in Mexico is “Volcán Citlaltépetl” (18,491 feet), 
which is a composite volcano located between Puebla and 
Veracruz. 
Mexicans have a very rich culture shaped by their pre-Columbian 
and Spanish heritage. Some of the most famous Latin American 
artists are from this country, such as Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera 
and Enrique Echeverría among others. 

On March 21, we received a visit 
from the Spanish consul, Don Valentín Dueñas 
Jiménez and Dr. Clara Gomez Jimeno, 
Education Advisor at the Spanish Embassy in 
New York. They visited some of our classes to 
see our students in action and they participated 
in a roundtable discussion with staff members 
and a group of fifth grade students. We would 
like to thank our visitors for taking the time to 
learn more about our school and mission.  
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                                     TSS Mexico Representatives  

These are our TSS Mexico representatives and some beautiful attractions of 
their cities! 

Arlene Galve-Salgado, Mexico DF 
TSS Head of School 

Benjamín Deloya, Mexico DF 
Title 1 Math Teacher 

Diego Rivera 
murals at the 
National Palace, 
Mexico DF 

Chapultepec 
Castle, 
Mexico DF 

José Manuel Castro, Veracruz 
K-C Lead Teacher 

Texolo 
Cascade, 
Veracruz 
 

Fort at San 
Juan de Ulua, 

Veracruz 

Alejandro Ascencio, Guadalajara 
1-D Lead Teacher 

Expiatory 
Temple, 
Guadalajara 

Guachimontones 
Pyramids, 

Guadalajara 

Yazmin Labarbera, Guanajuato 
Title 1 Math Teacher 

Blanca Murillo, Guanajuato 
TSS Receptionist 

Don Quixote 
Iconographic 
Museum, 
Guanajuato 

Temple of La 
Valenciana, 
Guanajuato 
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