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Special Edition

Save the Date

Parents
David Martineau

Aryn Rehbein
Zach Clark

Teachers
Kari Rivers

Sara Schmittgens
Megan McCoy

Administrator 
Conrad Wildsmith

October 24:
Grandparents Day

October 29:
Coffee with Conrad

October 31:
Halloween Parade

SAC Directory
THE FRENCH SCHOOL

Save the Date
October 24:

St. Louis 250th Birthday 
& United Nations Day

Celebration

Parents
Michelle Suazo
Cherie Swingler

Heather Lake

Teachers
Zona Ho

Kate Berger

Administrator
Jeff Lash

SAC Directory

THE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Save the Date

Parents
Akeia Mathis
Allynson Ford
Chip Meyer

Teachers
Jessica Menzies

Jessica López
Verónica Delgado

Administrator 
Arlene Galve Salgado

October 29:
Grandparents Day

October 31:
Halloween Celebration

November 25:
Thanksgiving Celebration 

SAC Directory
THE SPANISH SCHOOL

Save the Date

Parents
Amy Trapp
Ron Krob

Sugkao Anderson

Teachers
Haoli Collings

Fan Yang
Olivia Wang

Administrator 
Lydia Chen

October 30:
Fall Festival and
Costume Parade

November 21:
Grandparents Day and

Thanksgiving Party

SAC Directory
THE CHINESE SCHOOL

Save the Date
October 1:
Enrollment for 2015-2016
School Year Begins

National Diversity Awareness 
Month begins

October 22:
Board of Directors Meeting

November 26-28:
Fall Break

December 2:
Giving Tuesday

December 22 - January 2:
Winter Break

March 16 - 20:
Spring Break

                We are what we repeatedly do.
       Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.”
      – Aristotle

Welcome!

       Language is the road map of a culture. It tells you where its people      
      come from and where they are going.

Welcome to the 2014-15 school year at St. Louis Language Immersion 
Schools. In our milestone sixth academic year, we welcome over 1000 
brilliant students in grades K-6 on our three campuses.  The International 
School opened with its founding class of sixth grade students at our new 
school campus in the Marine Villa neighborhood.  The Chinese School also 
calls this building home. 

As we kicked off this school year, all eyes were on St. Louis as the death of 
Mike Brown and desire for justice in Ferguson captivated an international 
audience.  Here at SLLIS, we continue to be challenged in helping our 
children navigate between two worlds - one at school where we expect 
and forge relationships that celebrate our diversity; the other a world 
outside of our school day where segregation, separation and misunder-
standing can limit relationships. After attending our first all school assem-
bly, I felt very deeply why our school network matters. We have to teach 
our children that they can trust and love people who are different from 
them.  This is the global change to which SLLIS is committed.

Our intentional commitment to diversity, inclusion and international-
mindedness have been highlighted in the National Journal and IB World 
Magazine. While we are proud of what we have created, we know there is 
much more work to do - for our students, families and the greater com-
munity. We are grateful that you are a part of this work and we look 
forward to continuing the journey.

Looking forward,

Rhonda Broussard, Founder & President
– Rita Mae Brown

Important Information
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5th Grade Trips

In May 2014, our founding class of 5th grade students 
embarked on their first  cultural immersion trip 
abroad. Students in The French School traveled to 
Paris, France while students in The Spanish School set 
off for the unincorporated U.S. territory of Puerto Rico. 

Planning for the immersion trips
began months in advance. While
families paid the majority of the
expenses, 5th grade students held 
small fundraisers to offset the expense
of this opportunity for all students.
In addition, all funds raised through 
our annual I     SLLIS Trivia Night are 
dedicated to this capstone experience.

Students had the opportunity to live 
with host families and practice their 
immersion language. They were able 
to connect with former SLLIS interns 
living abroad and see the cultural 
sights in their respective cities.

The Spanish School students enjoyed time together in 
Puerto Rico, trying new activities such as zip lining!

The French School students
met new and old friends in
Paris, sampling local cuisine
and even learning how to make
baguettes at a local bakery!

SLLIS in the News
In case you missed it, check
out these recent articles on
our schools!

The Continuing Quest for Inclusion
IB World Magazine
September 2014

How a Public Chinese Immersion 
School is Desegregating St. Louis
The National Journal

Dinner with Prince Louis
& Princess Marguerite
Ladue News
September 12, 2014
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Employee Spotlight: Katie Uldall-Welch 

Development Update
Welcome to another school year! With the arrival of autumn comes a season full
of generosity, kindness, and giving. In our sixth school year, we have many things to 
be grateful for, a few of which I would like to share now:

   A $100,000 gift from the Monsanto Fund supports a state- of- the- art STEM lab 
for students in The International School

   A $250,000 Charter School Program Grant from the Missouri Department of 
Elementary & Secondary Education will support operations in our two newest schools

                                                        Our ATLAS Monthly Giving Program raised over 
$12,000 from 40+ members by its first anniversary
in August

We are already in the planning processes of our three annual events: our 
February I     SLLIS Trivia Night, our SLLIS Soirée to be held in May, and 
our annual gala, the Night of Celebration, which will now be held early 
next fall.

We are lucky to have such a vibrant and supportive community. Be on 
the lookout for Dine Out for SLLIS events, and look for us at many of the 
city’s signature fall events. The goal of our development department continues 
to be to advance the mission of SLLIS and position all children for success. 
To make a contribution or to get involved, contact our development 
department at 314-633-8318.

Who are you and how did you get to SLLIS?
This is my first year as SLLIS’s Special Education Compliance Manager. I was first 
introduced to SLLIS during January of 2014 when I worked as a Special Educa-
tion Compliance Consultant for the Missouri Charter Public School Association. 

What drives you to work at a school/serve children?
I can pinpoint the experience that turned my job into my passion. I was working 
for a high school in the city, and I had a student who was really struggling. His 
teachers were beginning to see him as a lost cause, but I was determined that 
he would walk across the graduation stage with his classmates. Working closely 
with the student and his family to develop a plan to help him stay at the high 
school with his peers, I stayed positive about his ability to succeed. He gradu-
ated with his class that spring. 

ATLAS Members enjoy an
appreciation Happy Hour

Rachel D’Souza-Siebert,
Director of Development

 Katie Uldall-Welch
Special Education 

Compliance Manager

What do you do when you're not at work?
I spend most of my time away from work with my three children, who are 4, 5, and 8 years old. My 
life outside of work revolves around their preferred activities: going to the park, riding bikes, and 
watching “Dr. Who”.
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     Education is the most
important gift we can 
give to our children.”

– HRH Prince Louis
de Bourbon,
Duc d’Anjou

HRH Prince Louis de Bourbon and Princess Marguerite visit SLLIS
In honor of the 250th anniversary of the founding of 
the city of St. Louis and the 800th anniversary of 
the birth of Saint-Louis, His Royal Highness Prince 
Louis de Bourbon, Duke of Anjou and his wife 
Princess Marguerite traveled together to St. Louis for 
the first time. The Prince last visited St. Louis in 2000.

The Prince & Princess started their day with a 
group of students at The French School. They 
were delighted to take turns reading passages 
from The Little Prince to our students - in English, 
French and Spanish. Story time was followed up with 
a brief Q&A where our students learned that the 
Prince and Princess
do not live in a castle
and enjoy reading
to and playing with
their three children
who attend a bilin-
gual school in Madrid.

Mayor Francis Slay
hosted a reception
in his Office at City Hall to welcome Prince Louis 
and Princess Marguerite to St. Louis. Both the Mayor 
and the Prince remarked on the importance of 
education and offering children the chance to 
grow into "citizens of the world".  Mayor Slay 
presented the Prince with the Key to the City and
a proclamation announcing August 25 as HRH 
Prince Louis de Bourbon Day.

Through the generous sponsorship of The Fox Family 
Foundation, St. Louis Language Immersion 
Schools concluded the visit with a private 
fundraising dinner of 100 guests at the Saint 
Louis Club in Clayton.

We express our gratitude to The Archdiocese of 
St. Louis, the Jane & Bruce Robert Charitable 
Foundation, Lois & Vincent C. Schoemehl, Jr.,
Kim & Sharon Tucci, and Jeanna Szuch for making 
this unique and historic event possible.

Photos by Jeanna Szuch & David Anderson
Students and staff posed for a picture with the Prince and Princess after reading excerpts from The Little Prince and a Q&A session 
where students asked questions in French, Spanish, or English

?, Princess Margeurite, Prince Louis, Jane Robert, Dr. Steven 
Sanchez and Rhonda Broussard toured The French School together

SLLIS Founder and President Rhonda Broussard introduces 
Prince Louis and Princess Margeurite to eager SLLIS students

Mayor Francis Slay and Prince Louis at City Hall, where 
Mayor Slay presented Prince Louis with the Key to the City

At a formal dinner, the Prince and Princess met many friends 
and benefactors of SLLIS, including Marilyn Fox of The Fox 
Family Foundation
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3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

Total

% Proficient or Advanced
Communication Arts

TFS

39.3%

51.4%

45.5%

43.9%

TSS

21.0%

31.8%

52.6%

30.1%

SLLIS

30.1%

40.5%

50.0%

36.5%

3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

Total

% Proficient or Advanced
Mathematics

TFS

44.3%

20.0%

27.3%

34.6%

TSS

32.3%

15.9%

31.6%

26.8%

SLLIS

38.2%

17.7%

30.0%

30.4%

Note: The MAP Science Exam is first administered in 5th grade.

5th Grade

Total

% Proficient or Advanced
Science

TFS

9.1%

9.1%

TSS

26.3%

26.3%

SLLIS

20.0%

20.0%

SLLIS MAP Scores: 2014 MAP Data Overview
Each spring, SLLIS students in third grade or higher take the 
Missouri Grade Level Assessment test, commonly known 
as MAP testing. This statewide assessment, offered only in 
English, is designed to measure if students in Missouri are 
meeting the “Show me Standards,” a set of forty knowledge 
and thirty-three performance standards. MAP scores are 
calculated upon a three-year average, and as such The 
Chinese School does not have complete data. 

The overall evaluation of each public school comes in the 
form of an Annual Performance Report (APR) score, which 
is actually a percentage of points earned by an individual 
school on a variety of performance measures. A school’s 
status as “unaccredited,” “provisionally accredited,” “accred-
ited,” and “accredited with distinction” is based on this APR 
score. By law, charter schools are not subject to accreditation 
statuses; however, DESE does provide APR scores to all public 
schools so that we can compare performance in charter 
public schools to traditional public schools. In the 2013-14 
academic year, SLLIS earned an APR score of 81, well above 
the minimum score of 70 required to earn “accredited” 
status. This is the first year that our APR calculation incorpo-
rated our students’ academic growth. Overall, that growth 
is propelling our APR upward.

In Communication Arts, 36.5% of SLLIS students scored 
proficient or advanced in 2014. This is a 5% increase from 
2013 and is consistent with the 5.9% increase from the 
prior year (2012). In Mathematics, 20.4% of students scored 
proficient or advanced in 2014. This is a 4.2% increase from 

In Memorium
In late August, one of our dear SLLIS teachers passed away suddenly of natural causes. 
“Mr. Nathan” Shea joined us last year as the Special Education Specialist in The French 
School. In this role he worked with students directly and was an integral part of our 
Special Education Team. Mr. Nathan was a dedicated mentor and friend to our students 
and their families, accompanying them and advocating for their needs. We all miss his 
warm welcomes, team work, and eagerness to serve.

“Mr. Nathan” Shea

2013 and is a dramatic change from the 8.7% decrease from  2012 to 2013. 

Our SLLIS instructional teams are deep in data review to identify the curriculum updates to continue prog-
ress in this annual testing, especially in the fields of math and science. We recognize that special attention is 
needed in the field of science, and to this end SLLIS is continuing its dedication to STEM education.
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Sarah is the first Chief Operating Officer for St. Louis Language Immersion Schools. 
She grew up near St. Louis in southern Illinois, but moved to St. Louis by way of 
Phoenix, Houston and San Francisco. Her undergraduate degree is in History from 
Illinois State University and she earned her MBA from Washington University, where 
she completed the executive program in 2006.

Sarah has an extensive background in operations, human resources and nonprofit 
management. Sarah’s work experience includes consulting to nonprofits and financial 
services firms, corporate positions in banking and communications, and leadership 
roles at two St. Louis nonprofits.

She has volunteered with numerous organizations as a board member and board
chair. She currently serves on the board of Central Reform Congregation and is a member of several human 
resources organizations. 

Sarah spent much of her time in St. Louis working in the field of early childhood education as an advocate 
for quality care and enhanced training for teachers in the field. Sarah has written testimony and provided 
oral testimony before legislators, state departments, and governmental committees and task forces at 
the local, state and federal levels. She has chaired committees and task forces statewide and enjoyed 
six years on the board of Child Care Aware® of Missouri.

Board of Directors Financials for FY 2013*

Meet the COO

Steve Sanchez, Chair
Assistant Vice President
for Academic Affairs
Saint Louis University

Vincent C. Schoemehl, Jr.
CEO and President
Grand Center

Manny Silva, Treasurer
CEO/Owner
National Glass and Glazing Inc.  

Heather Boelens, Secretary
Associate
Bryan Cave LLP

Marti Cortez
Vice President
Charter Communications

Erica Garry
Accountant
Rubin Brown

Aliah Holman
Senior Marketing Manager
Roberts Companies

David Luckes
Senior Financial Analyst
The Wilkins Group

Edward OʼNeal
Principal
Edward Jones

Sarah Kirschner,
Chief Operating Officer

Support & Revenue

State

Federal

Local 66%

18% 16%

Expenses

Student Services

Facilities

Transportation

Food Services

Debt Interest

14%

60%

9%

4%
2%

The SLLIS Board of Directors meets the 4th Wednesday of every other month at 6 pm. Meetings are open to the public.
Board agendas and minutes can be found on our website, blog and Facebook page.

* FY 2014 Financials will be
   available January 2015
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