
 

 

 
2015 Night of Celebration Awards Program Overview 

 
St. Louis Language Immersion Schools (SLLIS) is pleased to announce its Night of Celebration Awards Program for the 
2015 – 2016 academic year.  These honors work to recognize the exemplary efforts of individuals or organizations to 
advance local education efforts for an improved community.  Awards are given for full recognition of the categories’ 
individual concepts and dedication of the recipient to promoting and advancing those areas: Global Understanding, 
Social Equity, and Love of Language.  Candidates do not have to be already connected to SLLIS to be considered. 
 
Awards will be made in each of the following categories: 
 

1. Global Understanding – International efforts that positively impact the Saint Louis community or efforts 

within Saint Louis that positively impact the international community. 

2. Social Equity – Efforts to increase levels of equity and/or diminish those barriers that separate us socially. 

3. Love of Language –  Efforts to advance a joy of learning and language. 

Award nominations will be made available on April 1, 2015 and accepted via email to events@slllis.org until April 30, 
2015.  Nominees may be from the Saint Louis community, but may also include those from outside the community 
who still provide local impact.  Nominations will be reviewed by the SLLIS awards committee and announcements 
made by May 18, 2015.  All Nominees will be invited to join the SLLIS community at its annual gala where the Award 
Recipients will be honored in an awards ceremony.  Nominations will stand from year to year so that worthy 
applicants will have the opportunity to be selected in the future. 
 
Nominations must include: 

1. Nominee’s name, contact information, contact person (include complete mailing address, telephone, and 

email address). 

2. The Nominator’s name, contact information, contact person – if necessary (include complete mailing address, 

telephone, and email address). 

3. A clear concise statement summarizing the Nominator’s rationale for the Nominee’s ability to fulfill the 

concept of the individual award (see below). 

4. Any documentation or material that would assist the awards committee in its selection. (Any submitted items 

become property of SLLIS and will not be returned to the Nominator or the Nominee. Please keep originals 

and submit copies as appropriate.  Further, the awards committee places great priority on brevity – more 

documentation than necessary may not increase the Nominee’s ability to be awarded this recognition.) 

 
 
 



 

 

 
Additional Details 

 
Only electronic submissions will be accepted. Please forward nominations to events@sllis.org and indicate 
AWARDS NOMINATION in the subject line by April 30, 2015 midnight CST.  (The awards committee 
recommends that those without electronic access visit their local library where electronic services and training 
are provided at little or no cost.)   
 
Nominees will be notified of their nomination on a rolling basis and award recipients will be notified of their 
selection prior to May 18, 2015. 
 
The awards ceremony will be held during the SLLIS Night of Celebration on Friday, October 16, 2015 at the 
Ballroom at the Four Season St. Louis. Each award recipient will each receive 2 complimentary admissions each 
to the event, which includes dinner. All nominees are invited to attend and will be recognized at the gala. 
Additional seating and sponsorships are available by contacting Rachel D’Souza-Siebert at 314-633-8318 or 
Rachel.dsouza-siebert@sllis.org. Other questions may be directed to events@sllis.org. 
 
Description of the concepts behind each individual award 
These descriptions are meant to guide the nominator.  The successful nominee may possess some or all of these 
qualities, but may not be limited to them. In other words, the award recipient may excel even these high 
expectations.  In any event, the nomination should demonstrate unparalleled positive impact on the part of the 
nominee in each area. 
 

1. Global Understanding – that is, international efforts that positively impact the Saint Louis community or efforts 

within Saint Louis that positively impact the international community. 

The Award Recipient of the Global Understanding Award will: 

 Exhibit a strong sense of international mindedness. 

 Support cross-cultural experiences: Promoting intercultural dialogue, altruism and civic pride. 

 Possess a vision for the future where the St. Louis community strengthens international connections. 

 Transcend the barriers of distance, language and culture. 

 Increase St. Louis’ visibility as a preferred community in which to live, work, and raise a family by  

               recognizing the interconnectedness and interdependence of local and global communities. 
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2. Social Equity – that is, efforts to increase levels of equity and/or diminish those barriers that separate us 

socially. 

The Award Recipient of the Social Equity Award will: 

 Exhibit a strong sense of fairness and justice. 

 Recognize and appreciate diversity; create partnerships 

 Work to reduce social and/or economic disparities. 

 Seeks to end discrimination or other forms of intolerance. 

 Support human rights and responsibilities. 

 Create an environment of equal respect and high expectations of personal integrity. 

 Connects communities to vital resources. 

 
3. Love of Language – that is, efforts to advance a joy of learning and language. 

The Award Recipient of the Love of Language Award will: 

 Exhibit a passion and dedication to language, education, collaboration, and communication. 

 Be devoted to the availability and improvement of international language learning. 

 Strengthen the pipeline of creative, culturally astute leaders prepared for success in a global economy. 

 Support language development and proficiency in both English and another language. 

 Incorporate international language in everyday activities. 

 Use language as a form of expression that goes beyond words to express deep emotion and    

              understanding. 

 

Previous Honorees 

 

2014:  Mrs. Jane Robert, Dr. William H. Danforth & The Honorable Frankie Muse Freeman, St. Louis Mosaic  

Project 

 2013: Mr. Edward Monser IV, Ameren Missouri, Mrs. Melissa Wurst 

 2012: Novus International 

 2010: Mr. Fred Kummer, Mayor Francis Slay, Bryan Cave 

 
The awards committee decisions are final.  

The committee reserves the right to change guidelines as appropriate. 


